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The paper starts by demonstrating why carrying over the

implications of the analysis of 'tense' and 'aspect' pro-
vided in Chomsky (1957) and (1965) into the investigation
of a language such as Igekiri (or any other lesser-known
language?) is bound to result in avoidable problems. It

then provides a summary of the notion of 'time' and 'tense'

presented in Bull (1963) and explains why the framework
provided by Bull's analysis, which goes from meaning to
form, more adequately reflects the correct facts in rela-
tion to 'tense' and 'time reference' than any purely
syntactic proposal. The tense and aspect system reflected
in Igekiri is described in terms of Bull's framework; and
it shows that in Isekiri, the grammatical category 'tense'
involves the opposition future/non-future, while ‘'aspect'
distinguishes between perfective and imperfective, each of
which is further subdivided. The paper ends with an ex-
amination of the question of the sensitivity or otherwise
of Isgekiri verbs to specific aspectual notions, especially
in terms of distinctions such as 'stative/non-stative' or
the various classes and/or sub-classes of verbs isolated
in Vendler (1967). The conclusion is that either the
classes of verbs concerned are not as homogenous or the
notions themselves are more language-specific than litera-
ture on the subject would lead one to expect. Either way,
attention is drawn to some of the issues which would need
to be researched further in the search for more definitive
answers.

Nous commencons par montrer que les conclusions de Chomsky
(1957 et 1965) sur le temps et l'aspect appliquées & une
langue comme 1'I§gkiri‘(ou n'importe quelle autre langue
moins connue?) sont vouées a générer des problémes, somme
toute, évitables.

Exposant alors les notions de temps (philosophique) vVS.
temps grammatical élaborées par Bull (1963), nous expli-

‘quons pourquoi sa procé&dure, du fait qu'elle parte de la

signification pour aboutir & la forme, fournit un cadre

théorique approprié aux faits relatifs & ces concepts de
temps que celui d'une théorie purement syntaxique.
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Par la suite, nous décrivons le systéme du temps et
l'aspect en Isekiri selon la méthodologie de.Bull.

Cette description montre clairement qu'en Igekiri, le
temps grammatical consiste en’une opposition futur/
non-futur, alors que l'aspect distingue le perfectif

et l'imperfectif (accompli/non-accompli) qui com-
portent respectivement d'autres'catégories aspectuelles.

Nous terminons par 1'examen du comportement des verbes
en Igekiri vis & vis certaines notions aspectuelles
spécifiques telles que celles qui autorisent la dis-
tinction verbes statifs et non-statifs (ou duratifs/
non-duratifs) et les diffé&rentes classes et sous-
classes de verbes établies par Vendler (1967). Notre
conclusion c'est que soit les classes des verbes en
question ne sont pas tellement homogénes soit les
notions elles-mémes sont d'une application beaucoup
moins universelle qu'on le laisse croire.

Quoiqu'il en soit,ll'attention est attirée sur les
faits qui, dans 1l'avenir, méritent des recherches
Plus poussées en vue de solutions plus satisfaisantes.

1. This study is in four parts. The first part tries to show
why a carry over of the implications of the analysis of 'tense'
and 'aspect', provided in' Chomsky (1957) and (1965), into an in-
vestigation of lesser-known languages is bound to lead to problems,
The second part summarises the notion of 'time' and 'tense' dis-
cussed in Bull (1963), and explains why the framework it provides
seems to more adequately reflect the correct facts in relation to
'tense' and 'time reference' than any purely syntactic proposal is
likely to. 1In the third part of the paper, an attempt is made to
examine the verb in Isekiri from the point of view of the opera-
tion of 'tense' and 'aspect' in the language, and against the
background of the framework provided by Bull (1963). Finally,

the paper ends with a tentative attempt to examine the question

of how sensitive or otherwise verbs in Isekiri may be to specific
aspectual notions, especially in terms of the kind of distinction
which Comrie (1976) makes between states and dynamic situations as
well as classes and/or sub-classes of verbs such as the one iso-
lated in Vendler (1967). '

2. ChomskY's Analysis of 'Tense' and 'Aspect!

2.1. In Chomsky (1957:39), the following analysis of 'tense' and
'aspect' is presented: i

Verb > Aux + v
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The auxiliary element is then expanded by the following rule:

Aux -> C (M) (have + en).(be + ing) (be + en).

—

This analysis is revised slightly in Chomsky (1965:106-107) and
we have inter alia:

Pred. Phrase > Aux VP (Place) (Time)
Aux > Tense (M) (Aspect)

Implicit in Chomsky's analysis is the fact that 'tense' is realised
as either past or present. Although it would be safe to assume
that Chomsky was only specifically proposing a syntactic analysis
of the verbal nucleus for English and that his analysis is not in-
tended to define tense and aspect for all languages in the same way
as it is proposed for English, some writers on the subject with
specific reference to lesser-known languages seem to have taken
Chomsky's position as implying that: ’

{a) tense as & syntactic category is only found in those
languages that make a morphological distinction be-~
ween 'present' and ‘past'l.

(b) 'Future' is not a tense but a modal.

.

The idea that all languages with no morphological indication of
the opposition present - past are tenseless appears to be rather
difficult to accept. It appears to be a rather narrow view of
'tense' for the following reasons:

(i) 'tense' as a syntactic category seems to be one way
in which the generality of languages grammatically
indicate 'time reference';

(ii) which is probably not unrelated to (i) above, an
analysis that goes from meaning to form such as the
one discussed in Bull (1963) clearly demonstrates
that temporal order is the fundamental concept of
all tense systems. This means that 'tense' involves
the order relationship of before - after with the
point of initiation of speech serving as the primary
axis of orientation.

(iii) A blanket application of Chomsky's analysis to lesser-—
known languages will imply that, from a purely typo-
logical point of view, Edo languages like Okpe and
Uvwig, where the opposition present - past is marked
with the aid of prefixes and suffixes are similar to
a language like English and different from other
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