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FORM AND FUNCTION OF ADJECTIVAL ELEMENTS IN TIKAR

Carol Stanley
SIL, Cameroun

Tikar1 has a class of adjectival elements which is
separate and distinct from both nouns and verbs.

There are, within this class, two types of adjectival
elements: those which are clearly derived from verbs,
and those which reveal no underlying derivation.

These types are further distinguished from one another
by their comportment in the attributive NP.

Le tikar1 posséde une classe d'éléments adjectivaux
séparée et distincte des substantifs ainsi que des
verbes. Elle comprend deux types de constituants:
ceux qui sont visiblement dérivés d'un verbe et ceux
qui ne révelent aucune dérivation. Ces types se dis-
tinguent égaiement par leur fonctionnement dans le
syntagme déterminatif.

° It is the purpose of this article2 to discuss the adjectival
elements in Tikar, both the derived and the non-derived, with
regard to their form and their function. Reasons will be given
for distinguishing the derived from the non-derived, as well as
for distinguishing adjectival elements as a class distinct from
other syntactic elements. The derived forms will be distinguished
from the non-derived forms on the basis not only of their form,
but also of the tone changes that they condition as they function
in an attributive NP.

I. Derived vs. non-derived

In Tikar there are two types of adjectival elements: those
which are derived from verbs and those which reveal no underlying
derivation. These elements can be used either attributively or
predicatively, as is shown by the following examples. (Note: High
tone is unmarked in all examples.)

Examples:

- Non-derived
kwas' 'small’
seansean ‘clear'
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- Derived

kimmi
lebbi
panni
|
séan
ngea
lo
twun

yili

kyikyi

kukun
nywab
1. kdn nywab
2. kon si nywsb
3. lon kwa'
4. lon yi kwe'

'different’
'round’

"new'

‘a new pot'
'The pot is new.'
'a little money'

'The money is little.
(= There's not much money.')

Verb root:

'strong, hard'
'long'

'tight, narrow'
'hatched’
'dirty'

'black’

"big'

'somber'

hdY twun
AdY yi twun

mwen t& twu
le' labbi
[aebb.i

3 t8 hdlU labsi

W, N 6 !
L]

le' si
10.

11,
12,
13,

she kimmi
kimmi
3 kim ke fe'

she si

-kim-
-lab-
-pan-
-san-
-nga'-
-[o'=
-twu-

-yi-

'to become hard'
'to become long'
'to become tight, shrink'
'to hatch'

'to become dirty'

'to become black'

'to gtow'

'to become somber'

'a big root'

'The root is big.'

'"The child is growing.'

'a long word, speech'

'The word, speech is long.'

'He is lengthening the cord.'
(Suffix -si = causative)

'a hard work"'
'The work is hard.'

'It has not hardened yet.'

Foilowing the terminology of Welmers (1973:250) I shall refer to
the non-derived elements as adjectives, and to the derived ones as

adjectivals.

Another designation has been suggested by Canu (1970:2)

who makes a distinction between what he calls "real adjectives" and

"false adjectives".
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He makes this distinction on the basis of their




relationship to nouns, "real" indicating those which differ in
form and function from nouns, and "false" those which are identical
to nouns. Since in Tikar the derivation is from verbs rather

than nouns, the situation is not identical to that discussed by
Canu. In addition, since the adjectivals in Tikar are almost never
identical to verb roots, the designation "false adjectives" would be
misleading. They are distinct from verbs in function, as well as,
with a very few exceptions, in form.

Since, however, the adjectivals are derived from verbs, the
question arises: are they simply a sub-type of verbs, as Welmers
(1973:250) proposes in the case of Senari? This sub-type would
then be defined by its use attributively after a noun stem. How-
ever, in Tikar, as in Bariba (Welmers 1973:250), there seems to be
a "stronger case for recognizing a separate class of adjectives",
since attributive forms are rarely identical with the verb roots.
In addition, they manifest a certain amount of concord, conditioned
by the class membership of the noun with which they enter into an
attributive or a predicative relationship, as shown by examples
43, 44 Dbelow.

The class of adjectivals in Tikar is an open class. In con-
trast, the class of adjectives is a closed class, As is the case
in most Niger-Congo languages which have a class of adjectives, the
class is small.

The adjectivals divide into several categories, according to
the means of derivation which they undergo.

- The most productive pattern is the suffixation of a CV
syllable to the verb root.4

Examples:

Verb root:
pfebbi 'white' -pfeb- 'to become white‘
mwummi ‘rotten' -mwum- 'to rot'
Iwinni 'full' -lwin- 'to become full'
Pwal i 'soft!' -bwa - 'to become soft’

- Another means of derivation is the replacement of the final
syllable of the verb root.

Examples:

-2' becomes =0
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Verb root:
kid 'hard! -klo'- 'to become hard'
lo 'black’ -[o'- 'to become black'
-a'  becomes =-ea
dwikea ‘bitter" -dwika'- 'to become bitter'

klwokea 'big' -kiwoka'= 'to become big'

-an becomes =-ean

pean 'red, ripe' -pan- 'to become red/ripe’

- In a few cases, there is no change in the verb root, and there-—
fore the adjectival is identical to the verb root in form.

Examples:

Verb root:
Bwu 'wet' -bwu- 'to become wet'
nyeni 'angry' -nyeni- 'to become angry'

Each of these means of derivation can also be used to give the
transitive verb root a special object focus form. - Since this is
described in detail by Jackson (1979), it will simply be illustrated
here by several examples.

14. pl& mpanni 'a tight dress' (m-: concord)
15. sznnza panni 'a tight pagne'
16. sznnza si panni

17. plé t& wl panni

'The pagne is tight.'
'The dress is tight for you.'

18. hshe kpammi 'an attached load'
19. hshe yi kpemmi 'The load is attached.'
3 t& hshe kpazmmi 'He is attaching the load.'

In spite of the similarity in form between the adjectivals
and the object focus forms, the former cannot be considered as
simply a sub-class of the latter, because they alone are subject
to concord according to the noun class system, i.e. they are
susceptible to undergo the prefixation of a homorganic nasal, its
presence or absence being determined by the noun class to which
the noun belongs (compare examples 14, 15, 17).
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