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THE VOWELS OF PROTO-EDOID
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Ten oral vowels are reconstructed for Proto-Edoid (PE). It <is
also assumed that PE operated vowel harmony of the Kuwa type
in which one set of vowels is characterized by an expanded
pharynx and the other by an absence of such an expansion.

There is a reduced role for wvowel harmony in modern Edoid
languages. The reason for this is the reduction of the orig-
inal ten-vowel system to a nine~, eight, or even seven—-vowel
system in the Edoid languages.

The ways in which vowel system reduction takes place are dis-
cussed: the vowels *s, *t, and *o are the first to go
in that order. The origin of vowel sequences is also dis-
cussed: in CVCV stems, the second consonant -Co~ was Tnvari-
ably a lenis one, while the final vowel, -Vs, was -i/-x, or
~u/-0 or =-s/-a. The loss of -Cg- created vowel Sequences.

Finally, nasals and nasalization ave examined as they affect
the reconstruction of the PE vowel system. In particular,
the question is raised whether PE had significant vowel na—
salization. The conclusion +is that there was and that —Co-
nasals of PE are derived from their oral counterparts by a
nasal rule.

On est arrivé a la conclusion que .le proto-édotde (PE), de-
vait posséder dix voyelles orales, et il est également admis
que le processus d'harmonie vocalique du PE était du type de
celutl du groupe kwa, dans lequel l'un des groupes de voyelles
est caractérisé par une dilatation du pharynx et L'autre par
une absence de dilation du pharynz.

Le processus d'harmonie vocalique a une fonction plus res—
treinte dans les langues édoides modernes, en effet, il y a
dans ces langues diminution du systéme original a dix voyelles,
d des systémes d neuf, huit ou méme sept voyelles.

La fagon dont ces diminutions du nombre de voyelles dans les
systémes vocaliques apparaissent, est étudiée dans l'article
que nous résumons. Les premiéres voyelles & disparaftre sont
dans l'ordre [*s], [*1], [*0]. L'origine des séquences vo-
caliques est &galement é&tudiée dans cet article. Dans la
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