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PERSONAL PRONOUNS IN ANYI AND RELATED LANGUAGES

Jonathan Burmeister
S.I.L. Céte d’Ivoire

The pronouns of nine Kwa languages of the Volta-Bandama group
are described and compared. The greatest number of forms is
found in two closely related languages which are geographically

central in the group.

Les pronoms de neuf langues kwa du groupe Volta-Bandama sont
décrits et comparés. Le plupart des formes est trouvé dans deux

langues parentées qui sont géographiquement central du groupe.

0. INTRODUCTION

In the Atlas des langues Kwa de Céte d’Ivoire, Hérault (1983)
presented a brief comparative study of personal pronouns in four-
teen Kva languages of Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast). This paper
attempts to give a more detailed comparison for some of the Kwa
languages of the Volta-Bandama group (Stewart’s Volta-Comoe inc-
luding Abron (an Akan dialect), Anyi, Baule, and Eotilé (Beti).
It also brings together data from several languages which were
not in Hérault’s study: Abure, Ahanta, Akan, Chakosi (Anuf)),
Gonja and Nzema. This study begins with a description of the
forms and functions of personal pronouns in the Anyi language
with which the author is most familiar.

1. ANYI

Anyi is spoken by more than 500,000 speakers located in both
southeastern Céte d’'Ivoire, where there are eight dialects, and
the neighboring southwestern border of Ghana, where there are two
dialects. Several of these dialects have further subgroups. The
northern dialects are influenced by Baule while the more
conservative southern dialects, such as Sanvi, are about equally
intermediate between Baule and Nzema. The data given below is
from the Sanvi dialect, unless otherwise stated.

Anyi personal pronoun forms can be divided into two groups
according to their function as either subject or non-subject
pronouns. They can be further analyzed in terms of the tradi-
tional categories of person (first, second, or third) and number
(singular or plural). Table 1 shows the various forms.

The second person plural form 1is exceptional. It appears to
be composed of the second person singular subject pronoun plus
the plural suffix -m» with the result that this form has the same
syntactic properties as a definite noun (see 1.2.2). It has a
high tone on the first syllable and a downstepped high tone on
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person singular plural
mt
subject miv je
1st N
non-subject mt je
subject € o
2nd - elmy/a! mo
non-subject wo
subject ) 2¢
3rd non-subject jt be

Table 1: Anyi Pronouns

the second. This tone pattern is invariable in all contexts. In
several northern Anyi dialects, this pronoun has an alternate amo
wvhich may be due to Baule influence. The most interesting
feature of this pronoun is that it is often replaced by the third
person plural form. As a subject pronoun, it is very frequently
replaced in commands and serial constructions as shown in the
following examples:

1) €!'m> h> awilé 'Go home!’
2pl go-INJ home

2) be hs awalo 'Go home!’
3pl go-INJ home

3) em> fa ningé'n be hs awalé

2pl take-INJ things-DEF 3pl go-INJ home
'Take the things and go home.!’

An interesting example of this replacement involving a non-
subject form can be seen in the much used expression of thanks or
encouragement which follows:

4) mo o 'Thanks!’ (addressed to one person)
thanks EUPH

5) kofi mé o 'Koffi, thanks!’
Koffi thanks EUPH

6) €!my mé o 'Thanks!’ (addressed to a group)
2pl thanks EUPH

7) be mé o 'Thanks!’ (addressed to a group)

3pl. thanks EUPH
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1.1 SUBJECT PRONOUNS

Subject pronouns are, in effect, prefixes to the verb. Their
tone is determined by the aspect of the verb. If there is a noun
subject, the pronoun subject is normally deleted in rapid speech.
If there is any pause following a noun subject, however, the
pronoun subject is repeated. The vowel of the subject pronoun is
also subject to vowel harmony rules (see 1.1.2).

In Anyi orthography, subject pronouns are written as separate
wvords which are invariable in form except for the first person
singular pronoun which has several variants depending on the
conjugation. Vowel harmony variations are not written since they
are predictable from context.

The first person singular pronoun occurs in its full form in
the habitual and intentional conjugations. In the progressive
aspect this pronoun is lengthened by combination with the aspect
marker (see 1.1.1). In the resultative or perfect aspect it is
contracted with the aspect marker (see 1.1.3). In all other con-
jugations, the first person singular form is a homorganic nasal
determined by the initial consonant of the verb or aspect marker
wvhich immediately follows.

1.1.1 Tone
In the simple future and intentional conjugations, all of the
pronouns have high tone. In all other: conjugations the pronouns

have low tone, with the exception of the second person plural
pronoun noted above. One other exception is to be noted for the

progressive conjugation. In the orthography, only the first
person singular pronoun is written 1in its lengthened form which
has a lov rising tone patern. This pattern results from the

fusion of the low tone pronoun and the high tone aspect marker.
When the aspect marker is preceded by a high tone, it becomes
apparent that the aspect marker includes a low tone prefix which
results in a downstepped high tone for the aspect marker. In
spoken form, the other pronouns can also be lengthened as shown
in the following paradigm:

8a) miin k> 'I am going’

8b) ¢ l¢ ka/es k> ’you are going’

8c) > 1¢ ka/>3 j» 'he is going’

8d) kofi !1¢ ko 'Koffi is going’

8e) je 1¢ ka/jee k> 'we are going"

8f) ¢!'my !1¢ k> 'you (pl) are going’
8g) be 1¢f ki/beé k> they are going’

Note that a proper noun subject (8d) does not combine with the
aspect marker. The second person plural form (8f) behaves in
exactly the same way as a proper noun or any noun which is deter-
mined by a definite or plural marker (see also 1.2.2).
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1.1.2 Vowel Harmony

Anyi vowels can be divided into two sets based on the advance-
ment or retraction of the tongue root:

+[ATR]: (oral) [i, e, 3, O, u] (nasal) [1, 3, i]
-[ATR]: (oral) [i, &, a, 2, v] (nasal) [T, &, O]
In anyi orthography, all of the personal pronouns are written
with the retracted vowels. However, in normal speech, the vowel
of the pronoun harmonizes with the first vowel of the verb which

follows with respect to tongue root retraction or advancement as
can be seen in the following examples:

9) € sali nzue. [¢ sali nzué] 'You fetched water.’
2s fetch-PST water

10) € sali ws nzin. [& sali wo nzi] ’You went back.
2s return-PST 2s back

11) O st min st. [> st mf st] 'He knows my father.’
3ps knows-HAB 1lps father
12) O si min su. [0 si mf su] 'He follows me.’

3ps follow-HAB me on
1.1.3 Elision

In the resultative or perfect aspect there is elision of
certain pronoun vowels before the aspect marker. In the
orthography this elision is noted by an apostrophe as can be seen
in the following paradigml:

13a) m'an h> [mi hs] 'I have gone’

13b) a ha [a hs] ‘you have gone’

13c) » a ho [va hy] 'he has gone’

13d) y'a h> [ja hs] 'we have gone’

13e) em> a ho [¢!m> a ha] ’‘you (pl) have gone’
13f) b'a h> [ba hs] ' they have gone’

In th® first person singular the contracted nasal vowel of the
pronoun influences the aspect marker to become nasal. The second
person singular pronoun is completely deleted. The third person
singular pronoun is retained, but it blends with the aspect
marker. In the Sanvi dialect there is a variant of this form:
y’a ho which may be due to Nzema influence (see 4.). There is a
contraction of the first and third person plural pronouns but not
of the invariable second person plural.

1.2 NON-SUBJECT FORMS

Non-subject personal pronouns can occur independently, as
direct or indirect objects, in associative (genitive) construc-
tions and various kinds of emphatic constructions. These
pronouns are basically invariable in form and are characterized
by their high tone. They are influenced by vowel harmony in the
associative construction but only in a limited way in the objec-
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tive case. Only the second and third person singular forms
differ markedly from their subject pronoun counterparts.

1.2.1 Emphatic Constructions

The following examples bring together several different cons-
tructions which call for the non-subject pronouns with more or
less emphatic force. These include identificational and topical-

ized constructions. The pronouns can be followed by various
modifiers and repeated for further emphasis and precision.
13) mf > 'It’s me’
1s IDENT
14) ws > 'Is it you?’
2s(question prosody: extra high tone) IDENT
15) wa ¢ k> bie ’You, you will surely go also.’

2s 2s INT-go also
16) wa bobs masndi ¢ ks bié
2s EMPH in-person 2ps-sub INT-go also
'You yourself in person, you will surely go.’
17) yu yé > fali >
3ps TOP 3ps-sub take-PAST IDENT
'He is the one who took (it).’
18) wa 1(1i w> yé >di ké ¢ ko >
2p really 2p TOP 3p must-HAB that 2p go-HAB IDENT
'It's really you who should go.’
19) wo m> ¢ tit kd: 'n yé ¢ ks >
2p REL 2p be-HAB small TOP 2s go-INT IDENT
'You who are small, it’s you who will go.’

1.2.2 Associative Construction

In associative constructions, which signal possession and
other relations, the pronoun precedes the noun it determines.
The pronoun vowel 1is conditioned by the initial vowel of the
following noun. There are two kinds of conditioning: vowel
harmony and elision. These variations are not represented in the
orthography.

The vowels of non-subject forms in associative constructions
agree wvith the initial vowel of the following noun with respect
to tongue root advancement or retraction. Compare the following
paradigms which at the same time show the morphological changes
of variable or inalienable nouns. These nouns include most body
parts, kin terms, and certain other relational terms (see
Burmeister 1976).

20a) st *father’

20b) mt st 'my father’

20c) wa st 'your father’

20d) ju st ‘his/her father’
20e) je st 'our father’

20f) ¢!m> ast 'your (pl) father’

20g) be st 'their father’
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21a) nij 'mother’

21b) mf ni 'my mother

21c) wé ni 'your mother’

21d) ji ni 'his/her mother’
21le) jé ni 'our mother’

21f) ¢!'my ant 'your (pl) mother’
21g) bé ni 'their mother’

Vith the second person plural pronoun, inalienable nouns have
a prefix which also occurs following proper nouns and other nouns
followed by various determiners as can be seen in the following
examples:

22) kofi ast 'Koffi’s father’
koffi father
23) adomdn !'ni &asi 'the baby’s father’
baby DEF father
24) matémi !'n !'m> asi 'the father of the children’

In the Aowin or Brissa dialect of Ghana (called Ebolosa by Sanvi
speakers) and in the Affema subgroup of the Sanvi dialect, there
are alternate forms for the second and third person singular
pronouns used with inalienable nouns. These forms correspond to
the subject pronoun forms. These dialects of Anyi border on the
Nzema language area which has this same exceptional usage (see
4.) Examples:

25) ¢ ni 'your mother’
26) > st 'his/her father’

Vhen the pronoun is followed by a noun beginning with the
vovel e or ¢, there is automatic elision of this initial vowel of
the noun in normal speech. In the orthography, however, the full
form of the noun is retained. Examples:

27a) elee [ElEé] u *dug-out canoe’
27b) y{ elee [ju lee] 'his dug-out canoe’
28a) esika [eésika] 'money’

28b) w> esika [ws sikd] ‘your money’

Vhen the pronoun is followed by an invariable noun beginning
with the vowel a, there is an automatic elision of the vowel of
the pronoun, with the exception of the invariable second person
plural pronoun. Variable nouns which have an a- prefix in their
independent form lose this prefix following a pronoun. Examples:

29a) alaka [alaka] "box, chest’

29b) y:1 alaka [jdlaka] 'his/her box, chest’
30a) alue [alie] . "food’

30b) be alie [balie] "their food’

3la) anzue [anzue] 'ear’

31b) w3 nzuv [ws nzo] 'your ear’
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1.2.3 Objective Case

When a pronoun serves as the direct or indirect object of a
verb, the vowel of the pronoun is influenced by vowel harmony in
a limited way. If the pronoun immediately follows a verb ending
with a high +ATR vowel |[i,1,u,li], the vowel of the pronoun will
be +ATR. 1In all other cases the vowel remains retracted.

One other particular phonological feature of direct object
pronouns is that when they occur at the end of a proposition,
they are often pronounced with 1low tone. If they are pronounced
with high tone in this context, this indicates insistence or
emphasis.

Some verbs specify object pronouns as human. The verb di with
a pronoun object means ’to have sexual relations’. When there is
no explicit object, but the context indicates food, the verb
means 'to eat’. Other verbs also use the presence of absence of
object pronouns to distinguish various meanings. For example,
the verb kan with the meaning ’to touch’ takes an object pronoun,
but in the meaning ’to speak’ it does not.

1.3 SPECIAL PRONQOUN USAGE
1.3.1 Accompaniment

One interesting use of subject and object pronouns concerns

‘the construction for expressing accompaniment. Anyi uses a form
which appears to be a verb, but which has become, in effect,
equivalent to an invariable conjunction. The subject position

indicates the principal subject of the discourse at that point
while the object position indicates the one who is to accompany
the subject. Examples:
32) ji gwa mt ni w> 'hs
3s speech is and 2s INJ-go
'He says that you should go with me.’

~

33) ju pwa ¢ non mi !h
3s speech 2s and 1s INJ-go
'He says that I should go with you.’

1.3.2 Impersonal Reference

The third person singular form is frequently used to refer to
inanimate objects in addition to personal reference. It is also
used as an impersonal grammatical subject in a number of
expressions such as the following:

34) > di ke it is necesssary that’

Another feature of this pronoun is its wuse in a collective
sense where we might expect to have a plural reference. Examples:
35) mi né w> y§ >s3 >
1s and 2s TOP 3s walk beside IDENT
'T will go with you.’
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36) bede ni élié ni baani >a yé gus !nd ¢né
manioc and yam and plantain 3s-RES finish market in today
'The manioc, yams and plantain bananas have all run out at
the market today.’

37) bede ni éldé nd baina ba yé ju té
manioc and yam and plantain 3p-RES finish 3s buy
'The manioc and yams and plantain bananas have all been
bought out.’

The third person plural form is often used in an impersonal
sense when the speaker prefers not to name the agent explicitly.
This construction is often used to translate the passive as can
be seen in the previous example and the following one:

38) be fele ji kofi

3p call 3s Koffi
'He is called Koffi. (lit. they call him Koffi).’

1.3.3 Reflexive, Reciprocal and Possessive Reference

There is no separate set of reflexive, reciprocal or posses-
sive pronouns. The first two kinds of reference make use of the
non-subject forms in the associative construction with the noun
nvon [gpwii] ’self, body, concerning, near’. In the latter case,
the non-subject forms are used in the associative construction
with the noun die [di¢] ’possession of, thing relating to’.
Folloving are some examples:

39) kulo w> mipgs ke ws muénd ¢ kald ws gwi !n

IMP-love 2s neighbor as 2s yourself 2s HAB-love 2s self
"Love your neighbor as you love yourself.’

40) be buoka bs gwi 'They help each other.’
3p HAB-help 3p self
41) ju di¢ > 'It’s his.’

3s possession IDENT
2. BAULE

Baule is spoken by more than a million and a half people
located primarily in the center of Céte d’Ivoire and scattered
all through the southern half of the country. The various
dialect groups are fairly homogonous with the exception of a few
marginal groups such as the Kode dialect in the region of Beomi
(northwestern corner of the Baule area) which has significant
tone variations. The dialects in the southeastern half of the
Baule area are closer to Anyi than those in the northwestern
half.

The forms and functions of Baule personal pronouns are very

similar to those in Anyi. The major difference in form is with
respect to the vowels. Baule has only seven oral and five nasal
vovels and does not have vowel harmony. The forms are shown in

Table 2 as follows:
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person singular plural
subject N e
1st
non-subject mi é/jé
subject a
2nd a'miiaN
non-subject w6/6
subject 2/¢ be
3rd
non-subject ji/si bé

Table 2: Baule Pronouns

With respect to the forms, it should be noted that the Kode
dialect has an alternate form for the third person singular where
it is realized as [¢]. The second person singular non-subject
form is often pronounced as simply a vowel. The first person
plural form is similarly realized most often as a vowel. It
seems that semi-consonants are often weakly or not at all pro-

nounced in certain contexts. As was noted for Anyi, the second
person plural pronoun has the same tendency to be replaced by the
third person plural pronoun. Its form is similarly derived from

the second person singular subject pronoun plus the plural
suffix. This suffix is often realized as a homorganic nasal in
rapid speech.

There are several distinctive phonological features of object
pronouns in Baule. Normally, the object pronoun has high tone
unless it is influenced by certain tonal contexts. In clause
final position, the object pronoun normally has low tone. If it
does have high tone in this position, this seems to indicate
insistence.

The second and ‘third person singular object pronouns often
blend together with the verb or negative marker ma which follows
the verb. Baule verbs, 1like those of the other related Volta-
Bandama group, have either one or two open syllables. When the
verb is followed by a second person singular object pronoun, the
final vowel of the verb is elided.. With the third person singu-
lar object pronoun, there is either elision, if the vowel is
identical, or fronting if the vowel is different. Verbs with the
vowel a in the final or both syllables are influenced by fronting
in the case of the third person singular or backing in the case
of the second person singular. The pronouns become nasal when
they blend with nasal vowels of the verb or negative marker.
Following are a few examples of these assimilations:
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42) > tra ws kpli —-> 5 tr3 kpli
3s pass 2s big
'He is bigger than you.’

43) 5 si md w> --> 3 si m3
3s know NEG 2s
'He is fooling you.’

44) 5 laka w> —-> > 1>k>

3s fool 2s
'He is fooling you.’
45) ba laka > --> ba lrke

3p-RES fool 3s
"He has been fooled./They have fooled him.’

46) sa kai 1 --> 7a ke
3s-RES bite 3s
"He bit it.’

Timyan (1976:85-86) notes that in the Kode dialect the
fronting influence of the third person singular object form
extends to the verb root even when the verb is followed by the
negative marker or the past aspect suffix.

3. CHAKOSI (ANUFD)

Chakosi is spoken in northern Togo and the adjacent border
area of Ghana by about 40,000 speakers who call themselves Anufs.
The people originally came from the Ano area in Céte d’Ivoire in
the mid 1700’s. The Ano people in Céte d’Ivoire claim to be
neither Anyi nor Baule, although their language appears to be
slightly closer to Anyi, especially in pronunciation (vowel
harmony). The Chakosi language, however, appears to be slightly
closer to Baule, although it has now evolved into a distinct
language from contact with a completely new non-Volta-Bandam
linguistic context.

The forms of the personal pronouns are definitely closer to Baule
than Anyi. However, in contrast to both Anyi and Baule, Chakosi
has an extra set of emphatic pronouns. The various forms are
shown in Table 3 on the folloving page.

The first syllable of the emphatic set of pronouns appears to
be almost identical with the non-subject forms in Anyi and Baule.
The second person plural form appears to be a curious combination
of the second and third plural forms plus the emphatic suffix.
These emphatic pronouns can apparently serve in subject and
object positions as well as in other constructions where the
pronoun is in focus.

The third person singular subject form appears to have several
variants. Bartels (unpublished manuscript) reports that in Togo
most speakers use [i] but some use [u}. Krass (1970) and the
Stanfords (1970) report the variant [o] for speakers in Ghana. In
the past aspect the pronoun combines with the aspect marker [a]
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person singular plural
subject
m/N ja
1st| non-subject
emphatic mini jere
subject a
am/aN
2nd| non-subject u/o
emphatic wars dm!bere
subject i/o be
3rd| non-subject jiszi bé
emphatic jirdi bere

Table 3: Chakosi Pronouns

to give the form [wa]. This may indicate that the original form
of this subject pronoun was a rounded vowel as is attested in the
related Anyi and Baule languages. If the pronoun [i] would have

been combined with the aspect marker, the resulting form *[ja]
would be the same as the first person plural. Perhaps this
circumstance accounts for the choice of the alternate form.

One other feature which closely 1links Chakosi with Baule is
the assimilation of the second and third person singular object
pronouns with the vowels of the verb root. Following are a few
examples:

47) tara i —-> tere "Catch it.’
IMP-catch 3s
48) to 1 —-> toe 'Sell it.’
IMP-sell 3s
4, NZEMA

Nzema is spoken by about 300,000 people living primarily in
the southwestern corner of Ghana and the southeastern corner of
Cote d’'Ivoire. Nzema has five major dialects and two other peri-
pheral dialects (Jwira and Pepisa). The western dialect known as
Ejomols is the standard dialect used in government schools.

Nzema and Ahanta (see 5.) have more pronoun forms than the
other Volta-Bandama languages. There are two sets of emphatic
forms and two sets of non-emphatic forms. Mock (1969:310) has
classified one set of emphatic forms as intensive and the other
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as contrastive, although these labels may need further clarifi-
cation. One set of non-emphatic forms are normally used as
subjects, but they are also used for marking inalienable posses-
sion. The other set of non-emphatic forms is normally used for
non-subject functions, but they are also used as subjects in the

resultative and consecutive aspects. In order to avoid confu-
sion, these various sets will be simply labelled emphatic sets I
and II and non-emphatic sets I and II. The various forms are

given in Table 4 below:

person singular plural
non-emphatic I
mi (N) je
non-emphatic IT
ist -
emphatic I mam7 jeme
emphatic II mi dam? jedaje
non-emphatic I £
be
non-emphatic IT WO
2nd -
emphatic I wamd beme
emphatic II edawvo bedabe
non-emphatic I b
be '
non-emphatic IT J
3rd - -
emphatic I juomo beme
emphatic II 2dajr bedabe

Table 4: Nzema Pronouns

One of the most interesting features of the Nzema personal
pronoun system is the fact that it does not distinguish second
and third person plural forms. This 1is in contrast to all the
other related languages, although several others, especially Anyi
and Baule, give evidence of using the same [be] form for both
persons. The non-emphatic forms, as in Anyi, are all influenced
by vowel harmony. The first set of non-emphatic forms is most
often used in subject position. As was noted above, however,
this set is also used in associative constructions with certain
kin terms and body parts, called variable nouns, to mark inalien-
able possession. One additional difference between Nzema and
Anyi in this regard is that in Nzema the initial consonant of
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certain variable nouns wundergo consonant mutation when preceded

by these pronouns. Take for example the kin term ’father’
(compare with examples 20 and 22 above):

49a) sile "father’

49h) kofi az. 'Roffi’s father’

49¢c) > z1 'his father’

There are two variant forms which are used as subject
pronouns. One variant concerns the first person singular form.
In the past aspect this form has the additional element of a
homorganic nasal which causes mutation of the initial consonant
of the verb. 1In Anyi the same form is only a homorganic nasal.
The same exceptional form also occurs with what Essuah (1965)
calls the future II conjugation. In Nzema orthography, the
subject pronouns are written as prefixes to the verb. The
subject pronoun is normally written me, but these exceptional
forms are written men.

The other variant subject form concerns the third person
singular in what Essuah calls the perfect, progressive and
imperative II aspects in the affirmative and the present, perfect
and future I and II aspects in the negative. When there is a
noun subject, there is an additional pronominal element prefixed
to the verb which he calls the ‘emphatic «¢’. Compare the
following examples:

50a) s-le-ba 'he is coming’
3s-PROG-come
50b) kofi £-le-ba 'Koffi is coming’

Koffi 3s-PROG-come

When the noun is in the plural, it appears that either this
variant form or the third person plural subject form can be used
in the subject pronoun position.

The second set of non-emphatic pronouns are most often used in
non-subject positions such as direct or indirect objects and in
the associative case. However, they are also used in the perfect
(resultative) and consecutive conjugations as subjects.

The two emphatic sets of pronouns are never used directly as
subjects, but they can be used as either direct or indirect
objects, in various constructions marking the theme, and in

vocative and appositional positions. The two forms can be used
together with the forms of the first set preceding those of the
second set. Mock (1969:313) offers an interesting example of
this:

51) wom> ¢daws ¢ sé ¢ ba-b> mami mvdam?
2s 2s 2s say 2s FUT-hit 1s 1s
‘You say you will beat me (but you won’t be able to!)
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The choice of which emphatic pronoun is used in a given
context is apparently determined by semantic criteria. Mock
(1969: 310) observes that:

Semantically, the intensive pronouns (set II) stress the
anaphoric referent, while the contrastive ones (set I)
set it apart contrastively from everything else which is
not referred to.
The contrastive set thus has an element of exclusiveness. These
forms are used for change of reference while the intensive set
are used for reinforcing the reference already established. Very
little research has been done on participant reference in
discourse in any of the Volta-Bandama languages. It would appear
that these emphatic pronouns would make an excellent topic for
further study.

5. AHANTA
Ahanta is spoken primarily in the region between Axim and
Takoradi in southeastern Ghana. It is closely related to Nzema.

Most of the 75,000 speakers of this language are also fluent in
Fanti and tend to speak that language in public.

The only source of information available for this study was
the booklet by Mensah (1973) which was a first attempt to
document the language by someone with no formal linguistic
training. He arranges the various forms according to their
grammatical functions as nominative (subject), objective and
possessive case and distinguishes two kinds of reflexive
pronouns. These latter forms include what appear to be the same
intensive emphatic forms (emphatic II set) which occur in Nzema.
The other kind of reflexive is composed of the pronoun in the
associative case followed by the noun nwi [gwid] ’‘self, body’
which seems to be the common usage in most of the Volta-Bandama
languages. There are alternate forms listed under the objective
case. One set appears to be similar to the contrastive emphatic
(emphatic I set) pronouns in Nzema. However, these forms are
listed only for the singular and first person plural. Table 5 on
the next page shows the various forms rearranged in a way similar
to that used for Nzema.

The object pronouns appear to be invariable whereas the
subject and associative case forms harmonize with the first vowel
of the verb or noun which follows with respect to rounding or
spreading. There may be harmonization of tongue root position as
well, but this was not indicated. Tonal differences also need to
be verified.

The second person plural has a distinctive form in the
objective case. In other contexts, however, it appears to be
combined with or replaced by the form for the third person
plural.
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person singular plural
subject mi/mi je
object mi je
1st associative mi/ms/m je
emphatic I mamtv amu €
emphatic II mizami jszaje
amiezaje
subject e/m> mi 13ma -be
object wi mi16mo
2nd | associative vi/w mﬁlﬁmo—bé
mi 1ima —bs
b/b3/b
emphatic I mow
emphatic II wuZawvu mu1émo zabe
subject t be /b>
object ju be
3rd | associative 1/ be/ba/b
emphatic I me t
emphatic II Lzat bt zabe
be zabs

Table 5: Ahanta Pronouns

The forms of the first emphatic set are all treated as direct
objects in Mensah’s book. Compare the following examples:

52a) Aka zi: mV *Aka knows me.’
Aka HAB-know 1s
52b) Aka z: mam? sU 'Aka knows me too.’

Aka HAB-know 1s

These forms appear to be composed of a prefix followed by the
pronoun. This may explain the origin of the first person
singular form for the same set in Nzema. The other forms in
Nzema have a suffix following the pronoun.
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Examples of the other set of emphatic pronouns show them to be
used directly as subjects as well as in frontshifted, topicalized
constructions. So, while they appear to be almost identical in
form with those of Nzema, they may have different usage.

Akan is the major language of Ghana where it is spoken by
several million people located primarily in the south as their
first language and by several million more throughout the country
as a second language. The three major dialects are Brong, Twi and
Fante. Brong includes six subgroups including Abron in Céte
d’Ivoire. Twi includes about a dozen subgroups of which the
largest one is Asante.

There appears to be very little variation of the pronoun forms
except for tone with respect to their different functions as
subject, object or in the associative case,. The independent
forms have high tone. The subject forms are written as prefixes.
Vowel harmony influences the vowels of subject and associative
case forms. The subject forms also contract with the resultative
aspect marker a. Object pronouns have low tone unless emphatic.
The singular forms of object pronouns are often contracted at
normal conversational speed to just their consonant which become
low-toned verb suffixes. In the associative case, the tone of
the pronoun is high unless the following noun starts with a high
tone. Since there are a number of dialect variants, Table 6 on
the next page gives a sample of the subject and associative case
forms of the personal pronouns in Abron, Asante and Fante.

In addition to the personal pronoun forms, Twi dialects have
impersonal third person forms for both singular and plural
inanimate objects. These forms are not found in the Fante or
Abron dialects. The third person plural in Abron is the same as
in the neighboring Anyi language. However, this may not be due
simply to borrowing. Christaller (1875:41) notes that the
original form of the third person plural pronoun is [beN] which
at the time was still found in the dialect of Aburi, a town of
Akuapem. He shows that this form was changed to [weN] and the
vowel was labialized in the case of some dialects or else the
consonant was palatalized in some dialects.

Timyan (1983) reports that in Abron, the second person
singular and plural subject pronouns always have high tone. The
third person singular subject pronoun 1is used in the associative
case with kin terms. In this usage it has low tone. It is also
used as the first term with the conjunction of accompaniment
[nT]. In this case it has high tone. Examples: '

53) 5 ba nf 'It’s his child.’
3s child IDENT
54) 5 ni ada béé gruo 'He plays with Adu.’

3s and Adu 3p
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person Abron Asante Fante
sub. m/m7 m/m7 m/m?7
1s
a.c. m/m? | m/m?v e (wu)
1
|
sub. u | wU e(wu)
2s |
a.c. v | wO WU
sub. > 5 >
3s
a.c nv nt nt
sub. je je nv
1p
a.c. je | je/jeN ptl
sub. ho mi hiim
2p
a.c. ho mo him
sub. be wo w)
3p - % -
a.c. be | woN woN
{

Table 6: Abron, Asante and Fante Pronouns

7. ABURE
Abure is spoken in five towns in the region of Grand Bassam
and Bonoua in southeastern Céte d’Ivoire. It has about 35,000

speakers, many of whom are bilingual in Anyi. The language
appears to have many structural features, both phonological (e.g.
vowel harmony and consonant mutation) and grammatical (pronoun
and verb systems) in common with Anyi. However, a comparison of
a corpus of over 500 words showed only about a 40 % correspon-
dence. Abure has had much contact with Nzema as well as Eotilé
(Beti) to the east and Lagoon languages to the north and east.

Abure has vowel harmony which influences the vowels of the
pronoun forms. In adddition, there is also a harmony of rounding
or spreading of the vowels. The personal pronoun forms can be
divided into subject and non-subject functions. The tone of
subject forms varies with the aspect. Non-subject pronouns have
high tone, with the exception of the third person plural which
has an invariable tone pattern as either subject or non-subject.
This latter form appears to correspond with the second person
plural form in Anyi. The various forms are shown in Table 7:
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person singular plural

subject N/mv je

1st -
non-subject mt je
subject e/> ve/vo

2nd - —
non-subject wo ve /v
subject Jjiu/jo .

3rd — amv
non-subject ju/is

Table 7: Abure Pronouns

There is, an additional pronoun form, as in Nzema, which
appears following a noun subject or the third person plural form
(which functions like a noun) in the habitual and injunctive
aspects. It appears as either [¢] or [e].

8. EOTILE (BETI)

The group of people known in French as Eotilé live in several
towns, about eight villages and a number of camps around the
Lagoon Abi in the southeastern corner of Céte d’Ivoire. These
people have now completely assimilated to the Anyi Sanvi
language. When the Sanvi group invaded and subjugated the area,
one group of Eotilé people moved to the Lagoon Ebrié near Grand
Bassam. There are now two villages, Vitré I and II, where the
language is still spoken by about 2000 people. These people call
their language Beti. At the same time, these people appear to be
perfectly fluent in several neighboring languages such as Abure,
Anyi, Attie, Ebrié, Mbatto and Nzema. Hérault (1983a) made a
brief sketch of the dialect spoken by the late Mr. Etchoua Emile
who claimed to be the last authentic speaker of the language in
the region of the Lagoon Abi. It appears that the dialect spoken
in Vitré I and II has a number of differences.

The personal pronoun forms can be divided into subject and
non-subject groups. The vowels of the pronouns are influenced by
vowel harmony. The forms are shown in Table 8.

The main difference between the two dialects noted above is
that the Beti dialect does not appear to distinguish between the
second and third person plural forms. This is similar to Nzema.
However, the form retained in Beti is not the one expected. It
appears that contact between Beti, Abure, Nzema and Anyi has
resulted in a curious exploitation of all the possibilities of
choice for these two forms.
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person singular plural
subject N je
1st je
non-subject mi e /me | (Beti)
subject e mo
2nd amo
non-subject fo (Beti)
subject o va
3rd amo
non-subject wo (Beti)

Table 8: Eotilé Pronouns

9. GONJA

Gonja is included in this study as a representative of the
Guang languages which are spoken by about 300,000 people
scattered around the periphery of the Akan language area in
Ghana. According to Painter (1970), Gonja is largest of the
thirteen dialects which comprise North Guang. There are several
other Guang groups: Nkonya Guang, Hill Guang, and Coastal Guang.
Two Guang dialects are also located in Bénin.

Gonja has a distinction between -animate and inanimate third
person pronouns. This seems to be one of the features marking

the eastern members of the Volta-Bandama group. It is seen in
Twi dialects as well, but not in other Akan dialects and the more
western Volta-Bandama languages. The forms can be divided into

subject and non-subject sets:

person singular plural

subject N aN
1st

non-subject ma ané

subject bé/me
2nd fo

non-subject ene

subject é bo
3rd

non-subject €-mo bo-mod

Table 9: Gonja Pronouns
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It is interesting to compare these forms with several Lagoon
languages in Céte d’Ivoire (see Hérault 1983 b). The Krobou
language, in particular, has several forms which resemble those
of Guang as well as Eotile. The independent pronouns in Krobou
are as follows:

55) 1s m#, 2s bo, 3s 6, 1p n¥, 2p bE, 3p &

Although the pronoun forms of Abure are closely related to
those of Anyi, Baule and Nzema, a lexicostatistical comparison
done by Bole-Richard and Lafage (1983) based on a corpus of over
500 words showed that there is only about a 40 per cent corres-
pondence of vocabulary with those other languages. The same
study showed that Krobou was about the same distance from those
central Volta-Bandama languages as Beti, and that Krobou and Beti
were about the same distance from Abure.

10. CONCLUSION

From this survey of nine languages of the Volta-Bandama group,
it would appear that the «closely related Nzema and Ahanta
languages, which are also geographically central in the group,
clearly have the greatest number of forms. This coincides with
the fact that Nzema has the most complex phonology, with cross-
height vowel harmony (ten oral and six nasal vowels) and
consonant mutation, as well as a number of grammatical features
such as variable nouns which are present, but to a lesser degree,
in most of the other languages. It is interesting to note,
therefore, that only Nzema and the Beti language do not make a
distinction between the second and third person plural. It would
appear that this usage is more original than in the other
languages which have developed exceptional forms for one or the
other of these persons and sometimes, in practice, revert back to
using one form for both persons.

The Beti and Guang languages show the most divergence from the
othervise close correspondence of pronoun forms in the other
languages. Still, these two widely separated languages share
almost the identical form for the second person singular.
Several languages of what is known as the Lagoon group in Céte
d’'Ivoire, especially Krobou, also have several forms that
resemble Gonja. Perhaps further research may provide a case for
including Krobou in the western group of Volta-Bandama which may
be distantly related to the languages of the Guang group of
eastern Volta-Bandama languages.

Most of the linguistic research so far carried out for these
languages has dealt with the basic structures of the phonology
and grammar up to the sentence level. It is to be hoped that new
research will investigate pronominalization from a discourse
perspective.
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APPENDIX 1

language ls 2s 3s 1p 2p 3p
Anyi m wo j je emd> /amo be
Baule mi wa i é amu be
Chakosi N u/o i ja aN bu
Nzema mu w) j je be be
Ahanta mi () Jj je mulomo be
Akan m/mu u no/nm je mu/hu wvon/be
Abure mu wo ju je V£ am
Eotilé me fo wvo/o je/je mo/m> va
Gonja ma fo mo ané béné bo-mé

Table 10: Object Pronouns in nine Volta-Bandama Languages
NOTES

lthis paper was presented at the 18th Congress of the West African
Linguistic Society in Niamey, Niger, March 1988. I am indebted to Mr. Aka
Ekue Albert of Assouba, Cote d’'Ivoire, for providing and checking data
for Anyi Savi and to Mr. Wognin Jonas of Yaou, Céte d’Ivoire, for help in
getting data for Abure and Beti. Sue Bartels, serving with S.I.L. in
Togo, provided some unpublished reports on the Chakosi language. All
other data is based on published sources 1listed in the references.
Unfortunately, accurate tone and phonetic data was not always available.

Tones are indicated as follows: high &, 1low 5, falling 8, rising o,
downstep !o. The following abbreviations have also been used: 1s (first
person singular), 2s (second person singular), 3s (third person
singular), 1p (first person plural), 2p (second person plural), 3p (third

person plural), INJ (injunctive), DEF (definite), EUPH (euphonic), PST
(past aspect), HAB (habitual aspect), IDENT (identification marker), INT
(intentional mode), EMPH (emphatic), TOP (topicalization marker), NEG
(negative marker), RES (resultative aspect) FUT (future aspect), PL

(plural marker).
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