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NEGATION IN NOMAANDE

Patricia Wilkendorf
S.I.L., Cameroon

The Nomaindé language of Central Cameroon has only t&/ti as the
negative marker in the indicative mood. The location of this
marker in the verb phrase varies, however, according to the
aspect of the verb. The presence of the negative marker
provokes a variety of segmental and tonal changes within the
verb phrase. In addition, negation causes a neutralisation of
tense forms as well as a reduction in the number of degrees of
remoteness for the tenses in both the perfective and imperfec-
tive aspects. The imperative mood is also presented in both

its affirmative and negative forms.

Le nomaéndé, langue bantu du Cameroun, a tE/ti comme marque du
négatif au mode indicatif. L’'emplacement de cette marque dans
le syntagme verbal varie selon 1l’aspect du verbe. La présence
de 1la marque du négatif occasionne plusieurs changements
segmentaux et tonaux dans le syntagme verbal. En plus, la
négation cause une neutralisation des formes temporelles aussi
bien qu’une reduction du nombre des degrés d’'éloignement sur le
plan temporel pour les aspects perfectif et imperfectif. La
forme des verbes A& 1l’impératif fait aussi partie de cette

étude, aussi bien & l’affirmatif qu’au négatif.

1. INTRODUCTION

This paper1 gives the results of a study of the negative
verbal forms in Nomadnde for the various tenses and aspects found

in the language. The verbal tense system in Nomaindé2 is
characterized by grammatical tones both on the verb itself as
well as on the pronominal complex.3 In addition, segmental

morphemes in the pronominal complex help in marking not only
tense but also aspect.

In this paper we examine the segmental and suprasegmental
changes that occur when the negative marker is present in the
verb phrase. Section 2 will focus on the perfective aspect in
its negative forms. The following section will then examine the
imperfective aspect in the negative. Section 4 contains a
discussion of the affirmative and negative forms of the verb in
the imperative mood.

2. PERFECTIVE ASPECT

In order to give a brief but necessary summary of the affirma-
tive forms of the verb in the perfective aspect, the following
paradigms of two Nomadnde verbs (the high tone verb >1lopa "to



50

call’ and the low tone verb o-keti 'to measure, to believe’),
conjugated in the perfective aspect for all the tenses occurring
in the language, is reproduced from Wilkendorf (1987:21). It
should be noted that the proniminal complex, which agrees in
vovel harmony4 wvith the following verb, carries grammatical tone
as does the verb stem. The first person plural form of the
pronoun is used in (L. The designations P3, P2, P1 and PO

represent the different degrees of remoteness within the past
tense in Nomaa’nd¢, just as F1, F2 and F3 represent the different
degrees of remoteness within the future tense.

(1) Verb paradigms in the affirmative (perfective aspect)

Tense gléno 'to call’ o-keti ’'to measure, to believe’

P3  t>- pa- s> lapga-(kd) tu- pe- st kélti-(ki)
1pl P3 1pl call (DUR) 1pl P3 1pl measure (DUR)
'We called (long ago).’ 'Je measured (long ago).’
P2 t3- pa- s» laga-(kd) té- pe- su kéti-—(ki)
1pl P2 1pl call (DUR) 1pl P2 1pl measure (DUR)
'We called (yesterday).’ 'Je measured (yesterday).’
Pl t>- pa- so 1sga-(ko) tu- pé- su keti-(ki)
1pl P1 1pl call (DUR) 1pl P1 1pl measure (DUR)
'We called (earlier today).’ 'We measured(earlier today)’
PO t>- ma- S> 1apgs-(kd) ti- me- su keti-(ki)
1pl P&  1pl call (DUR) 1pl P@ 1pl measure (DUR)
'We just now called.’ 'Ve just now measured.’
PR ta- pa- s> lopo tu- pe- su kéti
1pl PR 1pl call 1pl PR 1pl measure
'We call (now).’ 'Ve measure (now).’
F1 to- pa- s> 1alpa-ko tu- pe- si kéti- ki
ipl F1 1pl call FIS ipl F1 1pl measure FIS
'We will call (later today).’ 'We will measure (later
today).’
F2 to— ki- s> lapga—(kd) tu- ké- su keti-(ki)
ipl F2 1pl call (DUR) 1pl F2 1pl measure (DUR)
'We will call (tomorrow).’ 'We will measure
(tomorrowv).’
F3 ta- ka- s3 1apa-(kd) tu- ke- su kéti-(ki)
1pl F3 1pl call (DUR) 1pl F3 1pl measure (DUR)
'Je will call (some day).’ 'Ve will measure (some day)’

The morphemes in parentheses represent the durative/iterative
suffix (-kV) which is added to the verb root stem under the
following conditions: a) when the action is done to a plural
direct object, b) when the action is repeated more than once, and
¢) when the action takes place over a certain period of time
(this latter usage of the _kV suffix in the perfective is limited
to verbs which have an inherent durative quality). The -kV
suffix on the F1 verb stem, while being homophonous with the
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durative/iterative suffix, has a different function. Basically,
this -kV suffix is only present in the near future (F1) tense and
it serves to distinguish this tense from the otherwise identical
present tense which never carries the durative/iterative suffix,
-kV.

2.1 THE PRONOMINAL COMPLEX

The basic form of the negative pronominal complex in the
perfective aspect has the same three elements of the affirmative
form plus the negative marker -te-/-ti- (the vowel used will
depend on the vowel harmony). This negative marker has an
inherent low tone and is inserted before the tense marker. 1In
(2), the other segments are not marked for tone (except for the
3pl initial pronominal element which always carries a high tone)
since the tonal pattern varies according to the tense of the
verb.

(2) Pronominal complex in the affirmative and negative
(perfective aspect - with -pa- tense marker)

AFFIRMATIVE
Person Initial PE TM* Final PE
1sg €— -na- —ame ——> epame
2sg - -pa- -2 -=> g3
3sg u- -pa- —aa --> upaa
1pl to- -na- -asd —-—> topas»
2pl no- ~pa- -an» —-> napand
3pl ba- -pa- -ab> --> bdapabs

NEGATIVE

Person Initial PE NEG TM* Final PE
1sg £— -te- -pa- ~ame --> etepame
2sg - -te- -pa- k) --> otepaa
3sg u- -te- -—pa- -aa --> utepaa
1pl to- -te- -pa- -asy --> totepass
2pl no- -te- -pa- -and> ——> natepand
3pl ba- -te—- -pa- -abs --> batepabs

Note: * = The tense markers vary according to the time of the

action being talked about. The tense marker —pa- is used
with P3, P2, P1, PR, and Fl tenses; -ka- is used with F2
and F3 tenses; and -ma- is used with the P@ tense.
The first vowel of the final pronoun (a for all persons
except 2sg) elides with the vowel of the preceding tense
marker. This first vowel will reappear when the tense
marker is absent (see section 3 below).

The presence of the negative marker causes certain tonal
changes within the pronominal complex as well as morphological
changes for the past tenses. The following examples of perfective
clauses will show a comparison between the affirmative and
negative forms of the pronominal complex with low and high tone
verbs.
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- low tone verb

(3) PR:AFF to>- pa- s> féana (4) PR/NEG: to- te- pa- s> fana
1pl PR 1pl read 1pl NEG PR 1pl read
'Ve read.’ 'We do not read.’

~-high tone verb
(5) P2/AFF: i- pé- mi blime (6) P2/NEG: i- ti- o6mo- bume
1sg P2 1sg hunt 1sg NEG P2  hunt
'I hunted (yesterday).’ 'I did not hunt (yesterday).’

In order to give a general overview of the negative verb
phrase, (7) below will give the same verb paradigms as were given
in (1) above, but this time in the negative. Once again the
first person plural pronoun will be used for these examples.

(7) Verb paradigms in the negative (perfective aspect)

Tense 513p> ’'to call’ o-keti ’'to measure, to believe’
P3 t3- te- pa- s3> lapd td- ti- pé- su kéti
1pl NEG P3 1pl call 1pl NEG P3 1pl measure
'We did not call (long ago)’ 'VWe did not measure (long ago)’
P2 to- te- ama- s> logd tu- ti- émo- su kéti
1pl NEG P2 1pl call 1pl NEG P2  1lpl measure
'We did not call (yesterday)’ ’We didn’t measure (yesterday)’
Pl t>- te- mo- > lapo tu- ti- mo kéti
1pl NEG P1 PE call 1pl NEG P1 measure
'We did not call (earlier 'We did not measure (earlier
today)’ today)’
PO to- te- amao- s> lapo tu- ti- 6mo- su kéti
1pl NEG P@ 1pl call 1pl NEG P® 1pl measure
'We did not call (just now)’ ‘We did not measure (just now)’
PR to- te- ga- s> lopd tu- ti- pé- su keti
1pl NEG PR 1pl call 1pl NEG PR 1pl measure
'WVe do not call.’ 'We do not measure.’
F1 to- te- pa- s> lopo- ko tu- ti- né- su keti- ki
1pl NEG F1 1pl call F1S 1pl NEG F1 1pl measure F1S
'Ye will not call (later 'We will not measure (later
today)’ today)’
F2 to- te- kd- s> lopo tu- ti- ké- su keti
1pl NEG F2 1pl call 1pl NEG F2 1pl measure
'We will not call (tomorrow)’ ’'We will not measure
(tomorrow)’
F3  t3- te- kd- s3 1apo ti- ti- ké- si keti
1pl NEG F3 1pl call 1pl NEG F3. 1pl measure
'We will not call (ever).’ 'We will not measure (ever).’

The past tenses P2, Pl, and P@ undergo morphological changes
in the pronominal complex when the negative marker is present.
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The tense markers which had been present in the affirmative (-ma-
for P® and -pa- for P1 and P2) are replaced by a negative past
tense marker, -omo—/-omo- (for P@ and P2) or simply —m>-/-mo-
(for P1). O0f all the past tenses, only the distant past (P3)
retains its same tense marker, -ga-, as in the affirmative. All
of these tense markers have unspecified tone because the tone
designation depends on the person (sg or pl). Since the tonal
patterns for the past tenses P@® and P2 are identical in the
negative, there is a neutralization of these two tense forms in
Nomaand¢ for negative clauses. The determining of the tense of
the phrase is thus dependent on the context. For example:

- low tone verb

(8) PERF-P@/2: tu- ti- 6mé6- si hite
1pl NEG P@/2 1pl take
'We did not take (it).’ (just nov/yesterday)

- high tone verb

(9) PERF-PQ®/2: i- ti- 6mo- 6 bume
1sg NEG P@/2 PE hunt
‘I did not hunt (just now/yesterday).’

For all singular persons in negative clauses denoting the past
tenses P@, P1, and P2, the final pronominal element becomes —3/
-6, but only if the verb in the clause is a lexically high tone
verb. With 1low tone verbs this final pronominal element is
dropped for singular persons although the high tone appears to
remain and to attach itself to the verb stem. For example:

- high tone verb

(10) PERF-P@/2: u- te- o>mo- 5 tapa
3sg NEG P@/2 PE speak
"He/She did not speak (just now/yesterday).’

- low tone verb

(11) PERF-P@/2: >- te~ >m> fana
2sg NEG P@/2 read
‘You did not read (just now/yesterday).’

In the plural, the final pronominal element retains its usual
plural forms for the P@/2 tenses (see example 8 above). However,
the P1 tense in the negative employs the final pronominal element

»

-2/-6 for all persons, not just the singular ones. For example:
- high tone verb

(12) PERF-P1: no- te- mo- 5 tapa
2pl NEG P1 PE speak
"You (pl) did not speak (earlier today).’

As was stated above for the P@/2 and P1 tenses, verb phrases
containing a lexically low tone verb drop the final pronominal
element -3/-6 in the pronominal complex for all singular persons.
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As this same pronominal element is present for all persons in the
negative Pl tense, wve find that it also disappears for plural
persons in this tense with lexically low tone verbs (see (17)
below). For example:

- low tone verb

(13) PERF-Pl: +to- te— mo namba taboks
1pl NEG P1 hide nothing
'We did not hide anything (earlier today).’

There is another morphological change within the negative verb
phrase that needs to be described, although it involves a verbal
suffix rather than a morpheme within the pronominal complex
jtself. As was seen in (1) above, Nomaand¢ makes use of two
homophonous verbal suffixes which have the form -kV. The func-
tion of the first of these suffixes is to denote an iterative or
durative action, or an action with a plural direct object. The
second suffix is employed exclusively by verbs in the near future
(F1) tense to distinguish that tense from the otherwise identical
present (PR) tense with 1low tone verbs. In the negative, the
durative/iterative suffix never appears in the perfective aspect
with any tense, whereas the Fl1 suffix consistently remains
attached to the verb in its negative form. For example:

- low tone verb

(14) PERF-Fl: u- ti- pé- e keti- ki
3sg NEG F1 3sg measure F1S
'He/She will not measure (later today).’

(15) PERF-PR: u- ti- pé- e keti
3sg NEG PR 3sg measure
"He/She does not measure.’

2.2 TONAL PATTERNS IN NEGATIVE VERB PHRASES

The following chart (16) will show the tonal patterns that
exist within perfective verb phrases. This chart is given for
the purpose of orienting the reader to the standard tonal
patterns in the affirmative before going on to a description of
the changes which occur in the negative. The second person
singular and first person plural pronouns will be used in this
chart by way of illustration.
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(16) Tonal patterns in the affirmative (perfective aspect)

Tense Person Pronominal complex Verb stem
H tone L tone
P3 2sg 3- pa-
L L H HH LH
1pl t>- pa- s>
L L H HH H!H
P2 2sg - nI- 2
H L L HH L H
1pl ta- pa- s>
H L L HH HL
Pl 2sg - gI—-
L H L HH L H
1pl to- pa- s
L H L HH LL
PO 2sg >— md- D
H L H HH LL
1pl to—- ma- Ss?
H L LH HL LL
PR 2sg 23— pa- >
L L H HL LL
1pl to- pa- s>
L L H LL HL
F1 2sg 53— pda- >
L L H HH LL
1pl to- pa- s>
L L H H!'H HL
F2 2sg ’>- ko- >
L H L HH LL
1pl to- ka- s>
L H L HH LL
F3 2sg ' 2- ko- >
L. L H H H LH
1pl to- ka- so
L L H HH HL

All the tenses can be distinguished from one another on the
basis of the segments and the complete tonal pattern (pronominal
complex plus verb stem) with the exception of the present (PR)
and near future (F1) tenses for 1low tone verbs. This ambiguity
is avoided by the mandatory presence of the F1 suffix (-kV) on
the verb stem. It will be remembered that the verb stem in the
present tense never carries the -kV suffix (with its durative/
iterative function). Before discussing in detail the tonal
patterns in negative verb phrases, we give an overview of the
negative tonal patterns for all the tenses in the perfective
aspect.
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(17) Tonal patterns in negative verb phrases (perfective aspect)

Tense Person Pronominal complex Verb stem
H tone L tone
P3 2sg ’- te- ga- 2
H L H L HL LL
1pl to- te- pa- SO
H L H H HL HH
P2 2sg 2— te- amd— > *
L L HL H LL HL
1pl tr- te— omo- SO
L L HH H LL LL
Pl 2sg 3~ te—mo— 2 ¥ ‘
L L L H LL HL
1pl to- te—mo—- > *
L L L H LL HL
PR 2sg >—- te- pa-— >
L L H L HL LL
1pl t>- te- pa—- s>
L L H L L L LL
F1 2sg - te— gdI— D
L L H L HH LL
1pl to- te- pa- SO
L L H L L L LL
F2 2sg - te- ko- o
L L H L HL LL
1pl to- te- ka- so
L L H L L L LL
F3 2sg o— te- ko- o
H L HL HL LL
1pl tr- te—- ka- so
H L H H HL LL

(* = final pronominal element -> dropped for low tone verbs)
2.2.1 Present and near future tenses (PR and F1)

As in the affirmative, the present and near future tenses have
jdentical tonal patterns on the pronominal complex in the nega-
tive. This pattern is LLHL for all persons. Although the tones
and segments vithin the pronominal complex of these two tenses
are identical, we have already seen that they are distinguishable
on the basis of the -kV verbal suffix which is obligatory in the
F1 tense and absent in the PR tense. Thus the tone patterns on
the verb stems do not play a major role. Lexically high tone
verbs carry a tonal pattern of HL in the singular for the present
tense and a tonal pattern of HH in the singular for the near
future tense. In the plural these same verbs carry a LL tonal
pattern for both the present and the near future tenses. Low
tone verbs carry a tonal pattern of LL throughout both tenses.
For example:
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- low tone verb

(18) PERF-PR: u- te- npa- a fana
3sg NEG PR 3sg read
'He/She does not read.’

(19) PERF-Fl: u- te- pa- a  fana- ka
3sg NEG F1l 3sg read F1S
'He/She will not read (later today).’

2.2.2 Tomorrow Future Tense (F2)

The F2 tense has a tonal pattern of LHL in the affirmative on
the pronominal complex. The high tone on the tense marker
(-kd-/-k3-) is retained in the negative which, with the low tone
of the negative marker, gives the tonal pattern of LLHL. It is
interesting to note that the tone patterns on the verb stem
parallel those for the PR and Fl1 tenses in the negative (see (17)
above). The following phrases illustrate the F2 tense in the
negative.

- high tone verb

(20) PERF-F2: o>- te- ka- o namba
2sg NEG F2 2sg cook
'You will not cook (tomorrow).’

- low tone verb

(21) PERF-F2: o- te- kao- > namba taboko
2sg NEG F2 2sg hide nothing
'You will not hide anything (tomorrow).’

2.2.3 Distant future (F3)

The tonal pattern for the F3 tense on the pronominal complex
in the negative differs from that of the F2 tense only on the
first syllable. In the distant future this initial pronoun
carries a high tone, resulting in a HLHL tonal pattern for the
singular pronouns. However, in the plural the tonal pattern
becomes HLHH. The tone patterns found on the verb stem remain
the same regardless of the person. Lexically high tone verbs
carry a HH tone pattern on the verb stem and lexically low tone
verbs consistently carry a LL tonal pattern. For example:

- high tone verb

(22) PERF-F3: nl- te- kd- n> nambd
2pl NEG F3 2pl cook
'You (pl) will never cook.’

- low tone verb

(23) PERF-F3: OG- te- ka- a fana
3sg NEG F3 3sg read
'He/She will never read.’
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2.2.4 Distant past tense (P3)

Due to the pronominal complex tonal pattern similarities
between the P3 tense and the PR and Fl tenses in the affirmative
as vell as its similarities to the F3. tense in the negative, wve
will examine this P3 tense before the other past tenses in the
negative. In (17) above we can see the tonal pattern has changed
considerably from both its affirmative form (see (16) above) and
from the pattern which the PR and F1 tenses have in the negative.
In the singular the negative tonal pattern on the pronominal
complex is HLHL and in the plural it is HLHH (vith the first low
tone being on the negative marker in each case). The tonal
pattern on the pronominal complex in addition to the segmental
tense marker fully distinguishes this tense from all others in
the negative. The tonal pattern on lexically high tone verbs is
always HL for the P3 tense and for low tone verbs the pattern is
LL in the singular and HH in the plural. For example:

- high tone verb

(24) PERF-P3: ¢€- te— pd- me tapa
1sg NEG P3 1sg speak
rT didn’t speak (long ago).’

- low tone verb

(25) PERF-P3: bé- ti- gé- bu kéti
3pl NEG P3 3pl measure
'They didn’t measure (long ago).'

2.2.5 Immediate and yesterday past tenses (PO/2)

In the negative of the past tenses there is a neutralization
of tense distinctions. The morphological changes within the
pronominal complex have already been discussed above (section
2.1). Ve therefore describe the tonal pattern that exists on the
verb phrase for the P@/2 tenses in the negative.

The initial pronominal element in the complex and the negative
marker are both marked with low tone vhereas the negative P0/2
tense marker —am>-/-omo- has different tone markings depending on
the person. For singular persons this P@/2 marker carries a HL
pattern and for plural persons a HH pattern. This holds for all
verbs. A further distinction occurs, however, in the final pro-
nominal element -»/-o- for all single persons. This final
element always carries a high tone but it disappears with lexiec-
ally low tone verbs. Hovever, the high tone from this pronominal
element is realized on the first syllable of the low tone verb
stem. For lexically high tone verbs the verb stem carries a LL
tone pattern. For example:

- high tone verb

(26) PERF-P@/2: i- ti- 6mo- 0 bume
1sg NEG P@/2 PE hunt
'T did not hunt (just now/yesterday).’
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On the other hand, for 1lexically low tone verbs in the
singular the final pronominal element disappears, nonetheless
leaving the high tone to become a floating tone which attaches
itself to the first syllable of the following verb stem. This
results in a HL tone pattern on low tone verb stems. In the
plural, however, the final pronominal element does not disappear
and the verb stem carries a LL tone pattern. For example:

- low tone verb

(27) PERF-P®/2: o- ti- 6mo kéti
2sg NEG P@/2 measure
*You did not measure (just now/yesterday).’

(28) PERF-P@/2: tu- ti- 6m6- su keti
1pl NEG P@/2 1pl measure
'Ye did not measure (just now/yesterday).’

2.2.6 Near past tense (P1)

The P1 tense is a variation on the theme just discussed in
section 2.2.5. In fact the similarities are so great that these
three tenses (P@, P1, and P2) could really be discussed together.
However, to avoid confusion the minor differences which occur in
the P1 tense will be discussed separately. As was mentioned
above in section 2.1 the negative Pl tense marker is -m>-/-mo-.
The tone on this marker is 1low for all persons and all verbs.
The final pronominal element is -3/-6 for all persons with
lexically high tone verbs, whereas with low tone verbs this final
element is dropped for all persons. Once again in this case (as
with the P@/2 tense for singular low tone verbs) the high tone
from this final -3/-6 becomes a floating tone which attaches
itself to the first syllable of the verb stem. For example:

- low tone verb

(29) PERF-P1: bs- te- mo namba taboko
3p1 NEG P1 hide nothing
'They did not hide anything (earlier today).’

The tone pattern on lexically high tone verbs is LL for
disyllabic verb stems as shown in the following example:

- high tone verb

(30) PERF-Pl: e- te— ma— > tapa
1sg NEG P1 PE speak
*I did not speak (earlier today).’

3. IMPERFECTIVE ASPECT

To begin discussion of the imperfective aspect in the negative
we must focus first on a feature of this aspect which occurs in
the affirmative as well, that is, the repeated pronouns. These
appear after the standard pronominal complex and the auxiliary
verb ba ’'to be’ and they come before the main verb. For example:
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(31) P2: u- pad ba w- aa yadamba- ka tuunyi
3sg P2 SUX 3sg 3sg look for DUR wood
'He/She regularly looked for wood.’ or
'He/She was looking for wood.’

These repeated pronouns (represented by w-aa in (31), which
have no intervening tense marker (see (2) above), are used in
phrases denoting habitual actions or states in the present and
past tenses as well as in some phrases denoting progressive
actions in the past tenses. The following chart (32) shows the
pronominal elements which we have already seen in the pronominal
complex and then the resulting repeated pronoun form when the
tense marker is absent.

(32) Repeated pronouns in the affirmative

Person Intial PE Final PE Repeated pronouns
1sg £— —ame - yame

2sg - -3 --> 2

3sg u- -aa —=> waa

1pl to- -as> -2 trass

2pl no -an) -> nsans

3pl ba- -abs —> babs

Negation is marked within these repeated pronouns rather than
in the pronominal complex when a negative habitual action or
state is being talked about in the present or past tenses. Chart
(33) below shows the form these repeated pronouns take in the
negative. Note the tonal differences as well as the placement of
the negative marker.

(33) Repeated pronouns in the negative

Person Initial PE NEG Marker Final PE Repeated pronouns

1sg €— —te- ~ame --> eteame
2sg - -te- -33 -—>  otes
3sg u- ~-te- -aa --> utea
1pl to- —te— -as? ——> tateass
2pl ns- ~te- -an) -=> noteans
3pl ba- ~te- -abo --> Dbateabs
The negative marker -~te- acquires a high tone in the third
person plural of these repeated pronouns. This is the only

occurrence of a high tone on the negative marker.
3.1 HABITUAL ACTIONS AND STATES IN THE NEGATIVE

An hahitual action can be defined as a regularly occurring
action that can, but not necessarily so, be happening at the
moment of speech. In order to negate an habitual action or state
in Nomadnd¢, it is only necessary to add the negative marker -te-
/-ti- to the verb phrase without changing any other morpheme in
the pronominal complex. However, a change does occur on the verb
stem. The durative/iterative suffix -kv, which is an obligatory
feature in certain tenses in the affirmative forms of the
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imperfective aspect, is dropped in the negative. This disappear-
ance of the durative suffix in the negative follows what was
found to be true as well in the perfective aspect (section 2.1).
The following chart (34) gives an overview of the verb phrase and
the various markers present in it to denote habitual actions or
states in the affirmative and the negative.

(34) Habitual markers in the affirmative and negative

AFFIRMATIVE
Tense Pronominal complex AUX Repeated pronouns VERB
PAST PE- pa- PE ba PE - PE ( )-kv
PR PE- ma- pa PE - PE ( )-kv
FUT 1 PE- pa- bule- PE ba ()
2/3 PE- ka- bule- PE ba ()
NEGATIVE
Tense Pronominal complex AUX Repeated pronouns VERB
PAST Pe- pa- PE ba PE- -te- PE ()
PR PE- na- pa PE- -te- PE ()
FUT 1 PE- —-te- pa- bule- PE ()
2/3 PE- —te- ka- bule- PE ()

(Note: The -pa suffix in the PR tense is the IMPF/PR marker)
3.1.1 Negative habitual actions and states in the present tense

The pronominal complex for negative habitual actions and
states is identical to the one 1in the affirmative. The initial
pronoun is followed by the present habitual marker -na- which is
then followed by the present imperfective marker -pa (this
suffix also appears in the pronominal complex in progressive
phrases). For example:

(35) HAB/PR: tu- na- ga
1pl HAB/PR IMPF/PR

The negative marker is located only with the repeated pronouns
which appear after the pronominal complex. A change occurs on
the verb stem in that the durative/iterative suffix -kV is
dropped in the negative and there is evidence of a floating tone
after the verb stem as seen in the tone perturbation (which is
marked in the data by !) on direct objects following the verb.
For example:

- high tone verb

(36) HAB-PR:nu- na- na nu- ti- end 1éné bal'nias¢ a bdabs¢
2pl HAB/PR IMPF/PR 2pl NEG 2pl like children bad
"You (pl) don’t like bad children (habitually).’
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- low tone verb

(37) HAB-PR: u- na- pa u- te— a kalta écike
3sg HAB/PR IMPF/PR 3sg NEG 3sg destroy forest
'He/She doesn’t regularly destroy the forest.’

High tone verbs retain their lexical tone in the negative
present habitual. Lexically low tone verbs have a tonal pattern
of LH for first and second persons singular only. For all other
persons the tone pattern on low tone verb stems is H!H.

3.1.2 Negative Habitual Actions and States in the Future Tenses

The habitual marker in the future tenses is -bule-. This
marker is placed betveen the tense marker and the final pro-
nominal element in the pronominal complex. The negative marker
—te—/-ti- is located between the initial pronominal element and
the tense marker. Thus, the following schema for the negative
habitual pronominal complex in the future results: PE-te-TM-
bule-PE. This pronominal complex is followed by the verb stem
with its lexical tone (for high tone verbs) with no floating
tones present. Lexically 1low tone verbs remain low tone for
first and second persons singular only. All other persons carry
a verbal tone pattern of HL. For example:

- high tone verb

(38) HAB-Fl: i- ti- pé- bile émi 1éné banasé a baabe
1sg NEG F1 HAB/F 1sg like children bad
'T will not like bad children (later today).’

- low tone verb

(39) HAB-F2: tu- ti- ké- bul- as> kata ecike
1pl NEG F2 HAB/F 1pl  destroy forest
'We will not habitually destroy the forest (as of
tomorrow).’

'

Between the HAB/F marker _bule- and the final pronominal
element there is elision of the final vowel -e of this future
habitual marker. In addition, there 1is no separate form for the
distant future tense (F3) 1in the negative habitual. The form
given as F2 above would be used to describe even a distant future
event in this case.

3.1.3 Negative habitual actions and states in the past tenses

As might be expected there is no immediate past habitual form,
neither in the affirmative nor in the negative. On the other
hand, there are are three distinct past tense distinctions in the
habitual which occur even in the negative. The affirmative forms
of the past habitual have the following schema: PE-pa-PE AUX PE-
PE VERB.

The tone pattern on the pronominal complex determines whether
P1, P2, or P3 is being talked about. These tone patterns are
identical to those present in the perfective aspect (see (16)
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above). The pronominal complex is followed by the auxiliary verb
-bd 'to be’ and then the repeated pronouns. As was true for the
negative present habitual the negative marker appears with the
repeated pronouns. The verb stem follows these pronouns, once
again retaining its lexical tone for high tone verbs. Low tone
verbs have a tonal pattern of LH for first and second persons
singular whereas the other persons require a tonal pattern of H!H

on the verb stem. The same tone perturbation which applied to
the negative present habitual (section 3.1.1 ) occurs on a
following direct object. The following phrases are examples of

the negative past habitual:
- high tone verb

(40) HAB-P1: >—- p> > bda o- ti- 6 1éné balnias¢ a baabe
2sg P1 2sg AUX 2sg NEG 2sg like children bad
You used not to like bad children (earlier today).

- low tone verb

(41) HAB-P2: 14— pa ba u- ti- e kél!ti ¢kondo
3sg P2 AUX 3sg NEG 3sg measure melon seeds
'He/She used not to measure melon seeds.’

- low tone verbdb

(42) HAB-P3: ba- pa- b> ba ba- te-— dbo am!ba tdillinyi tidepi
3pl P3 3pl AUX 3pl NEG 3pl look for wood a lot
‘They used not to look for a lot of wood (long ago)’

Whereas the affirmative forms of the past habitual make use of
the durative/iterative suffix -kV on the verb stem, in the nega-
tive this suffix is absent (since the action is not repeated
habitually).

3.2 Progressive actions in the negative

The grammatical construction which characterizes progressive
actions in Nomaandf for both affirmative and negative phrases, is
the locative construction. This consists of a locative marker
which is a vowel identical to the following vowel in the con-
struction. In a progressive verb phrase the locative marker is
always followed by the infinitive of the verb. Since infinitives
in Nomand¢ always carry the prefix >-/o- (according to the vowel
harmony), the locative marker in these phrases will also be »>/o0.
The locative marker has a low tone but it is followed by a float-
ing high tone which attaches itself to the infinitive in the
following manner (for this schema, low tones have been marked):

Verb
stem
(41) > + H+ > +LL-=>53 HL
LOC INF u
> +H 4+ )5 +HL -=> 53 'HL

LoC INF
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It should be noted that, in general, the second syllable of a
disyllabic verb carries a low tone in its infinitival form. The
floating high tone of the locative marker shifts over the infini-
tival prefix in the case of 1low tone verbs in order to attach
itself to the first syllable of the verb stem. In the case of
high tone verbs, the floating high tone is realized on the
infinitival prefix so that the low tone of the prefix becomes
displaced and causes the following high tone of the verb stem to
become downstepped.

Before discussing negative progressive actions and the way
they are marked in Nomaand¢, we briefly overview the most common
forms of the progressive in the affirmative and the negative for
all the tenses.

(44) Progressive markers in the affirmative and negative

AFFIRMATIVE
Tense Pron. complex AUX LOC construction
P1/P1/P3 Pe-ya-PE ba > + INF
PO PE-ma-PE ba > + INF
PR PE-PE-pa > + INF
F1 PE-pa-PE ba > + INF
F2/3 PE-ka-PE ba > + INF
NEGATIVE
Tense Pron. complex AUX LOC construction
P3 PE-te-pa-PE ba > + INF
P@/P1/P2 PE-te->mo-PE ba > + INF
PR PE-te-PE ba > + INF
F1 PE-te-pa-PE ba > + INF
F2/3 PE-te-ka-PE ba > + INF

Note: The suffix -pa in the present tense is the present imper-
fective marker. The Pl, P2, and P3 tenses are distin-
guished by their tonal patterns on the pronominal complex,
which are identical to their perfective aspect tonal
patterns.

3.2.1 Negative progressive actions in the present tense

All progressive actions mark negation within the pronominal
complex. In the case of present progressive actions, the present
inperfective marker -pa is dropped in the negative and the nega-
tive marker -te— appears between the two remaining pronouns of

the pronominal complex. Thus the resulting negative pronominal
complex is identical in form to the repeated pronouns found in
negative habitual phrases (see section 3.1.1). The auxiliary

verb -ba 'to be’ appears in the negative present progressive
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whereas it is not present in the affirmative form (due to the
presence of the IMPF/PR marker?). For example:

~ high tone verb infinitive

(45) PROG-PR: n>- te- any bd o- 6- !bime enyama
2pl NEG 2pl AUX LOC INF hunt animals
*You (pl) are not hunting animals (now).’

- low tone verb infinitive

(46) PROG-PR: ¢- te- ame ba »>- o>~ waamba  tuinyi
1sg NEG 1sg AUX LOC INF look for wood
*I am not looking for wood (now).’

3.2.2 Negative progressive actions in the future tenses

Nomaind¢ distinguishes between three future tenses in the
negative for progressive actions: Fl, F2, and F3. The form of
the pronominal complex for all three of these future tenses in
the negative progressive is identical to that for the negative
perfective future tenses (see (17) above). The pronominal
complex is followed directly by the auxiliary verb -ba 'to be’
and then the locative construction (LOC + INF). For example:

- high tone verb infinitive

(47) PROG-F1: u- te- pd-a ba »- >3- Inyia
3sg NEG F1 3sg AUX LOC INF eat
'He/She will not be eating (later today).’

~ low tone verb infinitive

(48) PROG-F2: ba- te- kd- bo> ba o- o- kica  bitoli
3pl NEG F2 3pl AUX LOC INF pick up prunes
'They will not be picking up prunes (tomorrow).’

- high tone verb infinitive

(49) PROG-F3: to- te- kd- s3 ba o- 6- !wéénde ibile
1pl NEG F3 1pl AUX LOC INF press palm nuts
'We will not ever be pressing palm nuts.’

3.2.3. Negative progressive actions in the past tenses

There is a neutralization in the forms for the P@, P1l, and P2
tenses when expressing a negative progressive action. The form
of the pronominal complex for these three past tenses in the
negative progressive is identical to that for the negative
perfective in the P@/2 tenses (see (17) above). Because the
following verb in the progressive construction is always the high
tone verb -bd ’'to be’, the rule about the final pronominal
element -3/-0 being dropped for low tone verbs never comes into
play here. For example:

- high tone verb infinitive

(50) PROG-P@/1/2: o>- te- oma- > Dba o- 6- !bime
2sg NEG P®/1/2 PE AUX LOC INF hunt
'You were not hunting.’
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- low tone verb infinitive

(51) PROG-P®/1/2: mno- te- jm>- n> ba >- »>— waamba tabako
2pl NEG P@/1/2 2pl AUX LOC INF look for
nothing
*You (pl) were not looking for anything.’

The distant past tense (P3) in the negative progressive also
makes use of the same pronominal complex form as in the negative
perfective aspect. For example:

- high tone verb infinitive

(52) PROG-P3: t3— te— pd- so ba o>- 2~ !ndmba afénye
1pl NEG P3 1pl AUX LOC INF cook corn fufu
'WVe were not cooking corn fufu (long ago).’

4. IMPERATIVE MOOD

In order to profit from a study of negation in the imperative
mood, an initial overview of the affirmative forms is given.
Three imperative forms exist in Nomaamds : second person singular
(2sg), first person plural (1lpl), and second person plural (2pl).
The verbs will be divided into the two categories of high and low
tone verbs.

4,1 AFFIRMATIVE

The pronouns that preceed the verb in the imperative mood in
the affirmative are as follows:

(53) Pronouns in the affirmative imperative

PRONQUNS
Person with H tone verbs with L tone verbs
2s¢ === ===
1pl taa tua
2pl ano ans

The second person singular form requires no pronoun, whereas
the first person plural form requires the pronoun tda for all

verbs. The second person plural pronoun in the imperative is an»
for high tone verbs and an> for low tone verbs.

The tone on the verb stem itself is shown on the following
chart:

(54) Verbal tone in the imperative mood (affirmative)

Person H tone verbs L tone verbs
2sg H H LH
1pl HL L H
2pl HH L H

Lexically high tone verbs carry a tone pattern of HH for
second persons singular and plural but HL for first person
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plural. Low tone verbs always carry a LH tonal pattern. Before
showing examples of verbs in the imperative mood, we must mention
the presence of the durative/iterative suffix -kV in the
affirmative imperative for all verbs with the exception of verbs
of motion, such as s>faya 'to come’, osiéte ’to leave’, and s>coba
"to go’. For example:

- high tone verb - lowv tone verb
(55) 2sg: siGéte 'Leave!!’ (56) 2sg: fadya ‘Come!’

The following verbs will illustrate the standard forms of the
imperative in the affirmative:

- high tone verb -low tone verb

(57) 2sg: tapaka ‘Talk!’ (58) 2sg: nyisks ‘Work!’

- high tone verb - low tone verb

(39) 1pl: tha tafaka (60) 1pl: tdd leladka
"Let’s choose!’ "Let’s cry!’

- high tone verb - low tone verb

(61) 2pl: &n> nambika (62) 2pl: 4&ns caksndka
"Cook (pl)!’ "Play (pl)!’

4.2 NEGATIVE

Negation in the imperative mood includes the negative marker
te~/-ti- which is affixed to the pronouns in the following manner
(the forms are identical for both high and low tone verbs):

(63) Pronouns in the negative imperative

Person  Pronoun Negative marker
2sg a- -te -—> ate
1pl to- ~te --> tote
2pl ny- ~te -——> note

The tone on the verb stem in the negative for high tone verbs
is alvays HH and for low tone verbs the tone pattern is always
LH.

The durative/iterative suffix -kV does not totally disappear
in the negative imperative as one might expect from its dis-
appearance in the negative indicative mood. When -kV is not used
in the negative imperative, it can be assumed ‘that the action
being prohibited has not yet begun. If the action has already
begun and the desire is for the particular action to cease, the
-kV suffix is employed (except in the case of verbs of action as
seen in examples (55) and (56) above). For example:

- low tone verb

(64) 2sg: a- te 1lela’- ka (65) 2sg: a- te 1lela
2sg NEG cry DUR 2sg NEG cry
"Stop crying!’ 'Don’t (start to) cry!’



68

The following negative imperative verb forms will be given
without the -kV suffix for easier identification of the tonal
patterns.

- high tone verb - low tone verb

(66) 2sg: a- te tafa (67) 2sg: a- te lagsna
2sg NEG choose 2sg NEG undress
'Don’ t choose!’ ‘Don’t undress!’

- high tone verb - low tone verb

(68) 1pl: tu- ti ééndé ibile (69) 1pl: to- te moa
1pl NEG press palm nuts 1pl NEG fight

'Let’s not press palm nuts!’ ’Let’s not fight!’

- high tone verb -low tone verb

(70) 2pl: nu- ti suéte (71) 2pl: no- te cakona
2pl NEG leave 2pl NEG play
'Don’t leave!’ ‘Don’t play!’

5. CONCLUSIONS

Ve have seen that Nomaind¢ makes use of a single negative
marker —te—/—ti- which has an inherent low tone. This negative
marker is consistantly located within the pronominal complex in
the perfective aspect, between the initial pronoun and the tense
marker. However, in the imperfective aspect the negative marker
is located in the pronominal complex only for progressive actions
(all tenses) and for future habitual actions and states. For all
other habituals, the negative marker is located between the two
repeated pronominal elements which appear after the pronominal
complex and the auxiliary verb -ba ’to be’.

There are two segmental changes of note in the perfective
aspect when the negative marker 1is present. The first involves
the replacing of the P@, P1, and P2 affirmative tense markers in
the pronominal complex with the negative tense marker -omo- for
P@® and P2 tenses and with -ma- for the Pl tense. Thus there is a
neutralization of the PO and P2 tenses. In addition to this
tense marker change, there is a modification in the final
pronominal element of the complex for these tenses.

The second change of note concerns the durative/iterative
verbal suffix -kV  which appears regularly in the affirmative.
In the negative it disappears altogether, leaving the F1 tense
suffix (which is homophonous with the durative suffix) to
continue to function as the distinguishing mark of the near
future tense even in the negative.

In the imperfective aspect the durative suffix also disappears
(it is used in the affirmative imperfective for past and present
habitual actions). A further segmental change occurs in the
negative for progressive actions in the present tense. The
present imperfective marker -pa 1is dropped when the negative
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marker is present. The resulting negative pronominal complex is
identical in form to the repeated pronouns found in negative
habitual phrases. The difference is that in the progressive
these pronouns are followed by the auxiliary verb -bda ’'to be’ and
the locative construction LOC + . INF, whereas in the habitual it
is the verb stem of the main verb which follows the repeated
pronouns.

In the PO, P1, and P2 tenses for progressive actions in the
negative, the forms are neutralized with the pronominal complex
being identical in form to that for the negative perfective in
the PO and P2 tenses. Thus a second neutralization of verb
tenses occurs in the negative, this time in the imperfective
aspect.

In the imperative mood the durative/iterative suffix -kV has
the distinction of appearing in the negative but only if the
action has already been going on and the speaker is requesting
that the action cease.

NOTES
lrhis present study is based on language data collected between 1984 and
1988 in the village of Tchekos. This research was carried out under the
agreement of <cooperation between the Ministry of Higher Education,
Computer Services and Scientific Research (MESIRES) and the Summer
Institute of Linguistics (SIL). The principal dialect studied is that of
Tchekos. The data paper includes conjugations furnished by two language
assistants as well as texts recorded on tape. This data was reviewed,
corrected and translated by ATOKO Emmanuel and BABOUAKEN Cosmas. I would
like to thank these men in particular for their assistance in carrying
out this study and my colleagues Robert HEDINGER and Carolyn TAYLOR for
their help and comments in the course of preparing this paper which was
presented at the 18th WALS Congress in Niamey, Niger, March 20-25,1988.

2The Nomaadndé language is spoken by between 4,000 and 5,000 speakers, and

commonly known as 'Lemande’. This group is found in Cameroon, Center
Province, Mbam Division, Bokito Sub-division. The Lemande live in 7
villages in addition to a neighborhood in the town of Bokito and they
understand one another without difficulty. Nomaindé is a Narrow Bantu
language, classified as A.46 by GUTHRIE (1971:32) and as No. 512 in the
ALCAM (DIEU and RENAUD 1983:53). Vowel harmony, long vowels, diphthongs
and two contrasting tones (H and L) as well as a downstepped high tone
(!H) are present in this language.

3Tho tones are marked on the vowels in the following manner: high tone
(H) = ’; low tone (L) = no marking; and downstepped high tone (!H) = 1/,

4For a description of the vowel harmony system in Nomaidndg, see SCRUGGS

(1983:72). The vowels in the pronominal complex are of the same series
as the vowels of the verb which follows. The only exception to this rule
occurs when an object pronoun intervenes. In this case, the vowels in

the pronominal complex agree with those of the object pronoun.
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S5rhe following abbreviations are used in the paper:

AFF affirmative 1L0OC locative marker
AUX auxiliary verb NEG negative
DUR durative/iterative suffix P§ immediate past

Fl near future (later today) Pl Near past (earlier today)

F2 future (tomorrow & after) P2 past (yesterday & up to 2 weeks ago.
F3 distant future (uncertain) P3 distant past (more than 2 weeks ago.
H high tone PE pronominal element

'H downstepped high tone PERF perfective aspect

HAB habitual PR present

IMP imperative mood PROG progressive

IMPF imperfective aspect ™™ tense marker

INF infinitive sg singular

pl plural

6rhese two verbs J—namba ‘to cook’ and Jd-namba ’'to hide’ require certain
tonal modifications in the negative which do not occur for other verbs in
the negative. These modifications help avoid ambiguity of forms between
the two verbs and thus facilitate identification of the verb that is

being used in the negative phrase.
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