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verbal system, but their classification in the available literature is not fully satisfactory
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derivational and non-derivational. We further subclassify the non-derivational =rV suffixes into

three, namely =rVi, =rV2, and =rV3, based on their syntactic and semantic functions.
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et non-dérivationnels. Eu égard A leurs fonctions sémantiques et syntaxiques, on peut reclasser
les suffixes non-dérivationnels en =rVi, =rVz et =rVs.

0. INTRODUCTION

Igbo has various categories of =rV suffixes, i.e., homophonous suffixes consist-
ing of the constant consonant r plus a copy of the preceding vowel.

The =rV suffixes are quite enigmatic in occurrence and have been classified
according to their observable distinctive meanings and syntactic functions. They have
also been given various semantic labels. Numerals are used, in some cases, to distin-
guish the various =rV suffixes.'

1. CLASSIFICATION OF THE =rV SUFFIXES IN THE LITERATURE

A review of the available literature on Igbo =rV suffixes reveals that analysts in
Igbo studies do not agree on the number and classification of the said suffixes in the
language. They also vary in their use of terminology, semantic labels, and other
details. Analysts whose works are available include Green and Igwe (1963), Igwe and
Green (1964), Carrell (1970), Welmers (1970), Williamson (1972, n.d.), Winston
(1973), Okonkwo (1974), Emenanjo (1978), Nwachukwu (1983), Onwuemene
(1983°84), and Uwalaka (1988). These works will be reviewed in the above order.

Green and Igwe (1963:54-58) distinguish between two =rV suffixes which they refer
to as the ra (TIME) suffix and ra (NON-TIME) suffix. They state that the vowel of either of
these suffixes “reduplicates the preceding syllable except in the negative verb form where
it cither reduplicates or harmonizes as ra or re.” Their examples include the ones in (1).

(1) o virdabo ra (TIME) suffix
He carried a basket.
o viriri abg ra (TIME) and (NON-TIME) suffixes
He picked up a basket.
o ziri eghu ra (TIME) suffix

He bought a goat.

i sricle b gind immensey fromthe el sggesions f rfesor Koy Willamson o whic he
s we ked berin uing Groen and Igwe's (1963) couvention whereby al low, tones £
o e v bisiaris & el "dh o Oy el T of e e

v Wil Cha of sulixes,

Quoted forms, s marked with an equal ign PRSREE——

17



18 Journal of West African Languages XXIV.2 (1994)

© zilrd meghu ra (TIME) and (NON-TIME) suffixes
He bought a goat for me.
o Ziird eghu ra (TIME) and (NON-TIME) suffixes /

ra (TIME) and ra (TIME) suffixes
He bought a goat for himself. /
He used to buy a goat.

Igwe and Green (1964) hold about the same view as Green and Igwe (1963),
though they discuss the occurrence of the =rV suffixes in more detail in their first
(1963) work. They state in (1964) that “when both ra (TIME) and ra (NON-TIME)
suffixes are used together as they may be with both tenses of the verb and also with
the participle, one of them appears as a vowel which lengthens the stem vowel of the
verb” as in (2).

(@) o zburd m any

He bought meat for (or from) me.

Next, Carrell (1970:113) recognizes two =rV suffixes which she labels “the
benefactive and assertive suffixes.” According to her “Two morphemes, the benefac-
tive meaning-modifying suffix Advs, and assert are listed in the lexicon with the
phonological distinctive features for r .. .. No other morphemes have been found in
Igbo which have their segments totally assimilated to the preceeding vowel.” Some of
her examples which have been orthographically modified are given in (3).

(3) onrari He eats food.
o nwer2 ego He has money.
o warh awa It is brokes

o zitaara ya ji He buys yam for him.

She also states that “when the benefactive and assertive occur in sequence
Adv3 Assert, the first is realized as a vowel segment only.” An example is in (4).

@) ozitararaydji > o zithdra yaji
He bought yams for him.

Welmers (1970) recognizes two =rV suffixes which he labels -rV (FACTATIVE)
and -rV (APPLICATIVE).

In the introductory portion of her dictionary, Williamson (1972) records four
=rV suffixes in Onicha: -lu(-lu) (FACTATIVE), -lu(-lu) (BENEFACTIVE), -ly (EM-
PHATIC), and -lu ‘from away’. In her other work, Williamson (n.d.) recognizes two
=rV suffixes which she refers to as =rV (PAST) and =rV (STATIVE).

Winston (1973) identifies four =rV suffixes and distinguishes them as -rV ‘for
oneself*, -rV2 ‘for (the specified person)’, -rV3 (PUNCTUAL), and -FVs (PAST).

According to Okonkwo (1974:42) “A suffix made up of r and the same vowel as the
vowel of the verb root is attached to the verb root to form the perfect tense™ as in (5).
(5) verbroot: ta

suffix: A+ a)
perfect: tara

The simple deduction from Okonkwa’s analysis is that he recognizes just one =rV
suffix in Igbo which marks what he calls (PERFECT TENSE).

Emenanjo (1978:95-96) recognizes two =rV suffixes, one inflectional =rV suf-
fix which he labels the (INDICATIVE AFFIRMATIVE) suffix, and one extensional =rV
suffix which he labels the (APPLICATIVE) suffix.

In Nwachukwu (1983), he recognizes three =rV suffixes: =rVi (STATIVE PRE-
SENT) suffix with examples in (6), -rV (PAST) suffix which marks the past tense with
examples in (7), and the -rV (PREPOSITIONAL) suffix with examples in (8).
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(6) dbinwerdego  Obi is wealthy.
ada birb ibd  Ada is fat.

o gburi eghu  He killed a goat.
o ziiri ohi He stole.

(7

(8)  biko gira f ozi Please go on the errand for me.
nara yi ego Take money from him
were yi giwa  Take it along with you.

For Onwuemene (1983:84), whose work appears to be modelled on Winston's
(1973), there are four =rV suffixes in Igbo. They are =rV| the (SUBJECT ADHESIVE)
suffix, -rV2 the (INDIRECT OBJECT) suffix, =rV3 the (ASSERTIVE) suffix (which he
claims is latent in his North Western Igbo), and =rV4 which he believes is a (TIME)
suffix in Qhuhy Igbo but does not occur in the North Western dialects. Some of his
examples from (1983:7) are given in (9) and (10).
© CV V3 vy

o virari abg
OQhyhu: o viiiri  abo
Isele Uku: o0 & buili i abo
He carried off a basket.
(10)

Ohuhu: zubrd
Isele Uku: o0 tego ji
He used to buy yam (in the past).
Uwalaka (1988) records three =rV suffixes. They are -rV (ASSERTIVE), -rV
(PAST), and -rV (BENEFACTIVE).
The table in (11) summarizes the =rV suffixes as recognized by the various
analysts, listed under the classification of the suffixes in this article.

an =rv) =rv2 =rv3
Green and Igwe (1963) -ra (TIME) -ra (TIME) -ra (NON-TIME)
Igwe and Green (1964) -ra (TIME) -ra (TIME) -ra (NON-TIME)
Carrell (1970) IV (ASSERTIVE) ? r Adv3 (BENEFACTIVE)
Welmers (1970) ~rV (FACTATIVE) ? =r'V (APPLICATIVE)
Williamson (1972)  -lu(-lu)
(FACTATIVE) (EMPHATIC)
Winston (1973) -rV3 (PUNCTUAL) ~rV4 (PAST) -rV1 ‘for oneself’
-rV2 “for (the specified
person)’
Okonkwo (1974) “rV perfect 7 ?
Emenanjo (1978) =rV (INDICATIVE) ” =rV (APPLICATIVE)
(AFFIRMATIVE)
Nwachukwu (1983) v ) -V (PREPOSITIONAL)
Onwyemene (1983-84) -rVa -rV1 (ADHESIVE SUFFIX)
-rV2 (INDIRECT OBJECT)
Uwalaka (1988) -rv =rV (PAST) -rV (BENEFACTIVE)

(ASSERTIVE)
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The following obvervations can be made from the works reviewed:

a. Many analysts recognize no more than two =V suffixes.

b. Some analysts give the impression that some of the =rV suffixes mark
(TENSE).

c. Many analysts do not deem it necessary to distinguish the =rV suffixes
with numerals.

d. In those works where the =rV suffixes are distinguished with numerals,
no reasons are stated for the order of numbering.

e. Some =rV suffixes which are clearly functionally the same are classified
as different suffixes in some of these works.

. In some case different =rV suffixes are identified as one.

2. THE PRESENT CLASSIFICATION

2.1 BROAD CLASSIFICATION

We observe that the Igbo =rV suffixes are either inflectional, extensional®
(meaning modifiers), or derivational in function.

The derivational =rV suffix is completely different from the others on the basis
of its morphological function of forming words which belong to a different form class
from the source word. Some =rV suffix-derived words (nouns) are given in (12).

(12) amara G-ma-rV) < -ma
lenience be good
asir} 3-s)-rV) <
gossiping say
ekpere (-kpe-rV) < -kpe
prayer request
oburu (0-bu-rV) < -bu
porter carry
asord @s>-rvV) < -sd
order/arrangement follow

The inflectional and extensional =FV suffixes are more related: each of them can
oceur in verb forms and sentence types; they even co-occur in some cases

It is deemed more appropriate and convenient to classify the =rV suffixes into
two broad classes: derivational and non-derivational.

‘The derivational class consists of one suffix and the only derivational =V suffix
as shown in (12). This =rV suffix (=rVa) is discussed clsewhere (see Onukawa
(1992-93)). The non-derivational class, on the other hand, is made up of the inflec-
tional and the extensional =rV suffixes. We devote the rest of this article to the
discussion of the non-derivational =rV suffixes.

2.2 SUB-CLASSIFICATION OF THE NON-DERIVATIONAL =rV SUFFIXES
We believe that, from their meanings and roles they perform in verb forms, it is
proper to subclassify the non-derivational =rV suffixes into three with the numbers
1-3. It is our view that Igbo has the non-derivational =rV suffixes in (13).
(13) =rVi assertive suffix (inflectional)
=rVa previous suffix (inflectional)
=rVs applicative suffix (extensional)

2 We owe this term to Emenanjo (1978).
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2.2.1 In defense of our numbering

The grouping and numbering presented in this article deviate somewhat from
what is contained in familiar grammar books and analyses of Igbo. Our numbering is
based on some considerations with regard to the occurrences of the =rV suffixes
given in the following paragrapl

In all cases where the =rV suffixes co-occur (e.g., the indicative affirmative
sentence type), the co-occurrence must be cither

=rV (ASSERTIVE) and =rV (PREVIOUS), or

=TV (ASSERTIVE) and =rV (APPLICATIVE

For this pi of the =rV (AssEl E) in these of the =rV
suffixes, we number it =rV).

The =rV (PREVIOUS) cannot be suffixed alone to a verb. It must occur with the
=rV (ASSERTIVE) suffix (=rV). For this obligatory co-occurrence with the most
prominent =tV suffix, we number it =rVa.

Though the =rV (APPLICATIVE) suffix co-occurs with the =rV (ASSERTIVE)
suffix (=rV1), their co-occurrence is not obligatory. This is considered as less degree
of attachment to the (prominent) =rV) and therefore is numbered =rVs,

The sentences in (14)-(17) justify the claim for this numbering.

(14) o  gbiri (gbi-rVi)  odke
he  Kkill-rV(ASSERTIVE) rat
He killed a rat.

(15) o  gbiird (gbi-rV-rvy) oke
he  Kkill-rV(PREVIOUS PAST)-rV(ASSERTIVE)  rat
He used to kill a rat.

(16) o  gbiiris (gbu-rVi-rvy) m oke
he  Kill-rV(APPLICATIVE)-TV(ASSERTIVE) me rat
He killed a rat for me.

(17) o  na-tgburu (gbu-rVs) @ oke
he  AUX-PEXKill-rV(APPLICATIVE) me rat
He kills/is killing a rat for me.

In (17) the function of the =rV) has been shifted to the auxiliary verb na and
=rV3 is left as the only (=rV) suffix on the verb.

2.2.2 In defense of our ordering of the =rV suffixes

The indication of which =rV suffix comes before the other is so committing that
many analysts tend to avoid it. We will use some sentences involving other suffixes to
account for our ordering of these suffixes in (18) and (19).

(18) o  gbiiters (gbi-te-rvy) dke
he  Kill-te(DIRECTIONAL)-rV(ASSERTIVE)  rat
He killed a rat and brought it forward (home).

(19) o  gbuwers (gbi-we-rVi) ke
he  kill-wa(INCEPTIONAL)-rV(ASSERTIVE) rat
He began to kill.

In (18) and (19) the suffixes -te and -we occur before the =rV| (ASSERTIVE)
suffix. We believe that the other =rV suffixes and other suffixes which occur with the
=V (ASSERTIVE) suffix also occur in this position (i.e., they also precede the =rV).
This therefore accounts for our regarding the first =rV suffix in a sequence of two, as
cither =rV3 or =rV3 depending on the meaning expressed.
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2.2.3 Dialectal variants of the =rV suffixes
Some variants of the =rV suffixes have been recorded in the dialects given in
the table in (20).

(20) =rv2
North Western dialects -
(NW)

Onicha dialect Iy

Ohuhy dialect

Speakers of the North Western Igbo dialects use the auxiliary verb -te in place of
the =rV2. We have also noted that speakers of Onicha dialect use the -bu suffix in
place of the =FV2. Few speakers of this dialect use the variant -lu. In the Ohuhu
dialect’ the harmonizing variants are optionally used with the copying variants. The
=rV does not have the harmonizing variants. The dialectal variants are used in the
sentences in (21) and (22).

(21) o ghiril (gbii-rV1) dke He killed a rat.
o ghuli/gbil ke NW)
o gbitli) oke (Onicha)

(22) o gbhri (ghn rV2-rvy) oke He used to kill a rat.
06 te gbu dke (NW)
o ghirbaly ke (Onicha)
o ghiriire doke (Ohuhu)

3. THE =rV| SUFFIX

The =rV1 is an inflectional suffix. It affirms the action, state, etc., specified by
the verb. It is a fuct indicator in Igbo. This suffix has been given various semantic
labels by various analysts (see the table in (11)) but we have chosen to adopt the label
‘assertive suffix’ used by Carrell (1970).

The =rV1 occurs in all semantic classes of the Igbo verb as shown in (23)-(27).

(23)  ovs* o gbiri (ghi-rVi)  dke

ACTIVE  hekill-rV(ASSERTIVE) rat
He killed a rat.

(24)  zERO o hurd (hi-rVi)  ego
SUFFIX e sce-rV(ASSERTIVE) money
ACTIVE  He saw some money.

o yirl (V1) iiwe
he  wear-rV(ASSERTIVE) dress
He wore a dress.

(25) STATIVI
ACTIVE

(26) ovs o marh (ma-rVi) mmi
STATIVE he be“handsome-rV(ASSERTIVE) handsomness
He is handsome.

3 The authr s o ntive spesker of the Ohuh disect of gbo
re the semantic classifications of the Tgbo verb in Williamson (n.4.) and Nwachukwu (1983).
Williamson.(n.4.2-3) subelassifcs the active and siative verbs as'shown based on the suffves they take in
ihe Imperaive, subjunciive, and perfec verb form
Spen vowel suffix (OVS)
Zero-suffix
STATIVE
open vowel suffix (OVS)

R Suffix
Nuwachukwu (1983:32) has a subelass of verbs he ealls stative - active verbs'
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(27) -rVSUFFIX o  nirm (n-rV))  cbe &
STATIVE  he  stay-rV(ASSERTIVE) place this
e stayed in this place.

Some analysts have not identified the unique role of this suffix in the Igbo verbal
system as to classify it appropriately. This is because the suffix is often associated
with “tense’ and ‘aspect’ in Igbo, for instance Nwachukwu (1983:66). According to
him “The stative present suffix -rV1 combines with stative verbs to express a stative
present meaning.” Two examples are in (28).
(28) omarimmanwi  She is really a pretty girl.

bi nwere ego Obi is wealthy.

He also states that “The -rV past suffix is the only tense marker in Igbo™
(1983:69). His examples for this inclide those in (29)
(29) o gbirri eghu He killed a goat.

eziiri ha ohi They stole.

Uwalaka (1988:53) disagrees with Nwachukwu’s claim that Igbo has an ‘-rV
present suffix’ but inherits his other problems. She labels this suffix ‘assertive suffix’
and states that “perhaps the most significant fact about the -rV assertive suffix is that
it does not occur with all groups of Igbo verbs. From the data available to us, it
appears that only process verbs, verbs of quality and some small subsets of experien-
tial verbs take the -rV assertive suffix” (1988:54). Her examples include those in (30)
and (31).

(30) adha ma-ra

Adha  be"beautiful-rV(ASSERTIVE) beauly

Adha is beautiful.

(31) ohia a rere okhu

bush  this burn-rV(ASSERTIVE) fire

This bush is burnt.

Uwalaka (1988) also labels the =rV suffix that occurs with other verbs in similar
constructions as -rV (PAST). Her examples in this case include those in (32) and (33).
(32) ughd gbirri gwo

Ugho  Kill-rV(pAST) snake

Ugho killed a snake.

(33) adha  we-re iwe

Adha anger-rV(l’AST) angry

Adha was angry.

She (hereby agrees with Nwachukwu that two different =rV suffixes occur in
their two sets of examples.

t is our view that 1) the =rV suffixes in the sentences in (34) and similar
constructions used by these analysts and elsewhere, are one and the same suffix, i.e.,
the =rV}, and that 2) the =rV| (and other =rVs) do not mark ‘tense’ (or even
aspect’ in Igbo. The fact is that while playing its ‘assertive’ role, the =rVj is
controlled by the various semantic nuances of the verbs, hence its output translates
into English as ‘past tense’ in other semantic classes of the verb except in the OVS
stative. Since English is the language of exposition and onc in which ‘tense’ is a
prominent verbal category, some analysts are lured into considering this suffix as a
“tense’ marker.

(34) o mara (ma-rV) mma

o gbird (gbi-rV) ewu
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4. THE =rV2 SUFFIX

he =rV2 is also an inflectional suffix. It indicates a past time previous to
another denoted by the (ASSERTIVE) suffix. Few analysts who recognize it as a differ-
ent suffix have various labels for it. Williamson (1972) calls it emphatic and Winston
(1973:150-51) calls it -rV4 (PAST). We have preferred to designate it (PREVIOUS PAST)
suffix.

The =rV obligatorily occurs with the =rV1 in all classes of verb as shown in

(35)-(39).
(35)  ovs o gbuird® (ghli-rVa-rvy) oke

ACTIVE  he  Kill-rV(PREVIOUS PAST)-FV(ASSERTIVE) rat

He used to kill a rat

(36) ZERO 9

(hi-rVa-s ego
SUFFIX  hesee: rV(PREVlOUS l’ASTJ TV(ASSERTIVE) money
ACTIVE  He used to see some money.

(37) STATIVE- o yiiri (yi-rVorVi)
ACTIVE he wear-rV(PREVIOUS PAST)-rV/(A:
He used to wear a dress.
(38)  ovs o mAdrd (md-rVa-rVi) mma
STATIVE  he be"handsome-FV(PREVIOUS PAST)-rV(ASSERTIVE) handsomness
He used to be handsome.

iwe
RTIVE) dress

(39) FVSUFFIX o niri (nin-rV2rVi) a
STATIVE  he stay-rV(PREVIOUS PAST)-rV(ASSERTIVE) place this
He used to stay in this place.

Works available to us show that some analysts regard the =rV2 as a duplicate of
the =rV). For instance Green and Igwe (1963:57) state that “we find o ziri eghu ‘he
bought a goat” with the ra (TIME) suffix . . . ¢ Zhirl eghu could mean *he used to buy
goats’ in which we must suppose two ra (TIME) suffixes to be there.”

Nwachukwu (1983:69) concludes that “since the -rV past suffix is a tense indica-
tor its occurrence s not restricted to verbs of activity only but extends to stative verbs
as well.” Examples are given in (40

(40) o madrh mmanwi  She used to be a really pretty girl.
dbi nweerz ego Obi used to be wealthy.

Uwalaka (1988:52-53) also has the past forms in (41) and (42) as her first set of

examples.

(41) oh o khy

bush this burn"FV(ASSERTIVEY'rV(PAST) fire
This bush burnt. / This bush was burnt.

(42) adha  maira
Adha  be"beautiful "rV(ASSERTIVE)"rV(PAST) b:auty
Adha was beautiful.

We deduce from Nwachukwu (1983) and Uwalaka (1988) that their -rV (PAST)
marks past in the active verbs and occurs with the -rV (PRESENT) suffix/(ASSER-
TIVE) suffix to mark past in the stative verbs. Though they do not state their views
about the co-occurrence of the =rV suffixes with active verbs in similar construc-
tions such as in (43), by analogy, it seems that they consider this a sequence of two
=1V (PAST) suffixes.

5 The r of the first =V suff has been pubiecd (o syncopatio, laving a sequence of (o vowels on the
Surface. Some speakers of the Ohuhy dialect retain this
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(43) o ghirirl (gh-rV-rV) ewn
He used to kill a goat.

Based on the foregoing discussions on the =rV2, it seems awkward to say that ¢ zirrit
ewn, o gbiiiirit ewu, and similar constructions have two instances of the =FVi. A better
explanation would be that the =rV2 is different from the =rV}. Since it only occurs with
the =rV1, the co-occurrence is, in fact, a ‘test frame” for differences in function.

4.1 THE =bu, =rV), AND =rV; SUFFIXES

The -bu suffix is an inflectional suffix which is used in Onicha and related
dialects as well as some dialects spoken around Olu (e.g., Ihitenansa). The suffix
oceurs with the =rV ((=lw/=1u) in Onicha) to indicate a past time previous to that
indicated by the =rVi. It therefore corresponds to the =rVa. (44)-(48) give examples
of this in Onicha.
(“4)  ovs o gbibily (gbi-by-rVi)
ACTIVE  hekill-bu(PREVIOUS PAST)-FV(ASSERTIVE) rat
He used to kill a rat.
(45)  ZERO SUFFIX o fublli (fi-bi-rVi) egd
ACTIVE hese:-bll[PREVIOUS PAST)-rV(ASSERTIVE) money
He used to see some money.
(46) STATIVE- o yibili (yi-bi-rVy)
ACTIVE e wear-bu(PREVIOUS PAST)-rV(ASSERTIVE) dress
He used to wear a dress.

@) ovs o mabil (ma-bi-rVi) mma
STATIVE  he be"hand PAST)¥
He used to be handsome.
(48) rVSUFFIX o minbily (nin-bi-rVi) Y

STATIVE e stay-bu(PREVIOUS PAST)-rV(ASSERTIVE) place this
He used to stay here.

It is pertinent to point out that though the =bu suffix corresponds to the =rV2
in function, it is not an =rV image. This suffix is actually a reflex of the noun mby
“first, before, formerly’. Emenanjo (1979:15) also believes that =bu ‘used to’ is
related to mby and uses them as part of his evidence to show that some suffixes are
related to nominals if not nominal in origin. Williamson (1972:liii) notes that =bu
indicates a past time previous to that indicated by -lu/-lu (cf. fbu *first, previous’).
(49) ¢ by onye nkyzi

He used to be a teacher.

We support this claim further by observing that =bu and by cannot occur in
the same construction; hence Onicha speakers will not say the sentence in (50) or
similar constructions.

(50) *o gbubili (ghu-by-rVi) oke (nd) by
he  kill-bu(PREVIOUS PAST)-TV(ASSERTIVE) rat  at first
He used to kill a rat before.

The equivalents of (44)-(48) have the =rV and fuby. They are represented by (51).
(51) o  gbuligbura (gbi-rVi) odke (nd/la) mbu

he  kill-rV(ASSERTIVE) rat at first
He killed a rat before.
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5. THE =rV3 SUFFIX

This is an extensional suffix. It indicates some association of cither the subject
or the indirect object with the object. Various semantic labels have been given to the
=rV3 (e.g., ‘for’, (BENEFACTIVE), etc. See the table in (11)), but since the suffix can
also occur in pejorative contexts, the most appropriate label is ‘applicative suffix’
suggested by Welmers (1970).

The =rV3 may occur alone or in combination with either the =rV1 and/or other
inflectional and extensional suffixes in all the semantic classes of the Igbo verb. The
examples (52)-(54) are drawn from the ‘OVS active class.

(52) o u (zu-rVi-rvy) moji
he  buy-rV(APPLICATIVE)-rV(ASSERTIVE) me yam

He bought some yams for/from me.
(53) zury (z3-rVs) i
buy-rV(APPLICATIVE) yam
Buy some yams (for yourself).
(54) o zhird (@4-rVITVy)
he  buy-rV(APPLICATIVE)-rV(ASSERTIVE) yam
He bought some yams (for himself).

It should be pointed out that the suffixation of the =rV3 to verbs (especially to
indicate an association of the direct object with the subject) depends on the inherent
semantic contents of the verbs. For example, the OVS stative verbs are verbs of
quality. “Since verbs of quality are involved with ascription of some particular char-
acteristic, their subject NP therefore serves as the carrier of an attribute” (Uwalaka
1988:177). Given that the subject is also the ‘affected’, the verb no longer needs any
suffix to associate the non-cxisting direct object with the subject. Hence, the sentences
in (55) and (56) are not possible.

(55) *mara (ma-rVs)
be"handsome-rV(APPLICATIVE)'TV(ASSERTIVE) ~handsomness
Be handsome (for yourself).
(56) *o maara (ma-rVi-rVy)
he  be handsome-rV(APPLICATIVE)-FV(ASSERTIVE) ~handsomness

He became handsome (for himsel).

The fact that =rV3 refers to both the subject and the indirect object has
prompted some analysts to consider these as the functions of two different =rV
suffixes. For instance, Winston (1973) has =rVy “for oneself and =rVz “for (a
specific person)’. Onwyemene (1983-84) has the =rV) “the adhesive (or accretive)
suffix indicative of some figurative attachment of the subject in respect of the object”.
He also has the =rV2 which he refers to as the “indirect object suffix™. Again the fact
that (52) can also be glossed ‘he bought some yams from me’ has prompted Williamson
(1972:1viii) to consider the ‘from’ meaning as marked by a different =rV suffix which
she labels -ly *from away’ as against Iy (-lu) (BENEFACTIVE).

It s our view that the =V} *for oneself’, =rVa *for (a specific person)’, and -ly *from
away’ are one and the same suffix: the =rV3. The =rV3 refers primarily to the indirect
object as in (57), but if there is no indirect object it refers back to the subject as in (58).
(57) uche  siiri (si-rV3-rVi) nri

Uche  cook-rV(APPLICATIVE)-V(ASSERTIVE) Ez= food

Uche cooked some food for Eze.

(58) uche  siiri (S-rV3-rVy) nri

Uche  cook-rV(APPLICATIVE)-rV(ASSERTIVE) food

Uche cooked some food (for himself).
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This phenomenon is not isolated; Igbo has reflexive verbs i.e., verbs which depict
actions whereby either the object or the subject can be the patient. If a sentence
containing such a verb has an object, the object is the patient as in (59), but if there is
no object, the action goes back to the subject and it becomes the patient as in (60).
(59) uche sara u
Uche  bathe"rV(ASSERTIVE) Eze body
Uche bathed Eze.

(60) ucht sara ahy
Uche  bathe"rV(ASSERTIVE) body
Uche bathed himself.

Since Winston’s (1973) -V ‘for oneself’ and -rV2 “for (a specific person)’ can

never co-oceur, it seems to strongly suggest that they are instances of the same suffix.

he =rV3 introduces only the meaning ‘for’ not ‘from’ or ‘to’. The verb -zu
‘buy’ has ‘from’ as part of its semantic content. Something is bought from someone
but usually the person from whom an item is bought is not overtly stated unless it is
required. To gloss the verb -zy as ‘buy from X’ (where X is +human) may give
further clarification as in (61) and (62).
61) o  zbrd jt

he  buy“from"X-rV(ASSERTIVE) yam

He bought some yams from X. / He bought some yams.
(62) o  zhbrd m

he  buy*from”X-rV(APPLICATIVE)-FV(ASSERTIVE) me m

He bought some yams from X for me. / He bought some yams from/for me.

Sentence (62) shows that the ‘from’ and ‘for’ meanings introduced by -zu and
=rV3, respectively, refer to two different indirect objects. Since the one to which
“from” refers is not overtly shown, both ‘from* and ‘for’ now refer to the only surface
indirect object. This results in ambiguity. The two different indirect objects can be
overtly represented as in (63).

o  zil-rd it
he  buy"rV(APPLICATIVE)-TV(ASSERTIVE) me Uche yam

He bought some yams from Uche for me,

He bought some yams from Uche in my interest.

It should be pointed out here that the *for’ meaning introduced by the =rV3 does
not necessarily point to the fact of physical possession or consumption of the direct
object by the indirect object (or the subject) but to the fact of the satisfaction of
whatever is the interest of the indirect object (or the subject). In (63) the indirect
object pronoun m ‘me’ has both interest of 1) receiving the yam, and 2) Uche making
some sales of this yam.

All that has been said so far about -zu ‘buy (from X)' applies also to other
“three-place predicate verbs” (Nwachukwu 1983:103). These verbs connote some
prepositions (from, to) and because of this they obligatorily take an indirect object
underlyingly.® Take as examples send a message (to X)’, -na ‘receive (from
X), -nye ‘give (to X)’, and -gbazi ‘borrow (from X)".

(64) o  mara (ma-rVy) ego i bosi
he  receive™from"X-rV(ASSERTIVE) ~ money in bus
He received some money from X in the bus.
He received some money in the bus.

6 The =rV suffix in a sentence like ¢ mir i ego *he received some money from me® is the =rVi (not the
=FV3), the presence of the indirect object notwithstanding.
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(65) o  naard (Ma-rVi-rvi) @ ego  ma bodsi
he  receivefrom"X-rV(APPLICATIVE)-rV(ASSERTIVE) me money in bus
He received some money from X for me in the bus.
He reccived some money from/for me in the bus.

5.1 =rV2 AND =rVs3

The =rV2 does not co-occur with the =rV3. This is because the =rV: obligato-
rily combines with the =rVi (to mark a previous past time) and a combination of the
three =rV suffixes (=rV3, =rV2, and =rV)) results in a structure as in (66).

(66) *o gbitiiirit (gbi-rV3-rvV2-rVi) m dke

He used to kill a rat for me.

However, it is not possible to have a sequence of three identical vowels on the
same tone in Igbo. Rather, there is 1) =rV3, =rVi, and mby as in (67), and 2) -bu,
=rV3, =tV (Onicha) as in (68).

(67) o  gbuiirit (gbi-rV3-rVi) i dke (nd) by
he  kill-rV(APPLICATIVE)-TV(ASSERTIVE) me rat (at) first

He killed a rat for me before (previously).

(68) o  gbubuly (gbi-by-rvi-rvi) i oke
kill-bu-rV(PREVIOUS PAST)-rV(ASSERTIVE) me rat

He used to kill a rat for me.

6. CONCLUSION

From the discussion in this article on the Igbo =rV suffixes, the following points
can be made:

1. Igbo has four =rV suffixes which are classified into two broad classes:

derivational and non-derivational.

2. The derivational class has one suffix, the =rVs (discussed in Onukawa
1992-93).

3. Non-derivational =rV suffixes are subclassified into three and are dis-
tinguished with subscript numerals (1-3) based on the order of promi-
nence in their occurrences.

4. The =rV1 is an inflectional suffix. It indicates the fact expressed by the

verb. It is not a tense marker and it is doubtful that it marks aspect.
. The =rV2 is an inflectional suffix. It indicates a past time previous to
another.
. The suffix -bu in Onicha and some other dialects corresponds to the =rV2;
-by, however, is not an =rV image but a reflex of mbu ‘previous.
The =rV3 is an extensional suffix. It indicates the association of the
subject or the indirect object with the object.

o

o
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