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0. INTRODUCTION

Jéola Hilluf is a language spoken' in the Department of Oussouye, in the central
western part of lower Casamance, a region of southern Senegal. This language is
spoken by a group of villages which frequently meet together for fetish (hunii) cere-
monies and which constitute the Huluf community. There are fifteen villages in all.

The total population numbers around 10,000.

‘The Huluf community can be broken down into three subgroups: Ayuun, Huluf,
Seelek. Each of these groups can, in turn, be broken down into smaller subgroups. A
number of slight variations exist between these subgroups in terms of intonation and
semantics. These differences do not in any way hinder mutual understanding between
the subgroups. Variation may be observed even between villages of the same sub-

group.
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1. CONSONANT PHONEMES

In J6ola Hiluf the consonant phonemes are shown in (1).
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1.1 STOPS

Some voiced and voiceless stops in Jéola Hluf are contrasted in (2) though the
voiced alveolar stop /d/ is rare.

@) 1 versus [/

eindum drum

mante?  maybe

1K/ versus /g/

Kokiik alcoholic drink made from honey
kageet to go around

However, there is no contrast between voiced and voiceless bilabial stops. The
phoneme /b/ is voiceless when it occurs prepause as in (3a) and voiced when in initial
or medial position in a word as in (3b).

(3) a  uusub yams
b. banak sun
ebok mosquito

There is a contrast between voiced and voiceless velar stops occuring in the word
in initial (4a), medial (4b), and final (4c) positions.

4) a  goggog cluttered
geet to go around
b kegooto  weak
bakaat mange
c.  bateg to collect money
kokitk an alcoholic drink made from honey

Two identical voiced stops may occur in sequence as in (5a) as well as two
identical voiceless stops in (Sb). When voiceless stops occur prepause, they are aspi-
rated as shown in (6).
(5) a lababba  he sat down
lagoggojo?  he touched it
b, kakitten to explain
lakikkyf  he wrote

(6) kaat ['hL foot

sbok (k'] mosquito

bakoat ["] mange

banak [K"] sun

There is also a voiced alveopalatal affricate /3/ shown in (7).

(7 gikil eye

ejow to go

hotay a cork
1.2 NASALS

The voiced nasals /m n ji p/ each occur in the initial, medial, and final
positions in a word as shown in (8). Also, two identical nasals may occur in sequence
as demonstrated in (9).
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®) Initial Medial Final
/m/ mal  water emeela? arrow balam  to pull out
/n/ ninniil it's greasy  banak  sun igun  Istirup the

water

W mlem pain apul  achild elaap  to return
/) pa”  much egeet  to smile egen  alion

9  ammal devil
kannen  to keep

noppeny  crowded
kaguyien  to shiver

1.3 FRICATIVES

The voiceless fricatives /f s § b/ are given in (10) in initial, medial, and final
positions in the word. The fricatives /s/ and /f/ may also occur in sequences of
identical phonemes as in (11).

(10) Initial Medial Final
I/ faafa  father hofalaja thunder  elaf  a basket for
rice
/sl seo]  oysters kasaab  tocounsel kahas  shrimp
/f/ faffab Itisalitle  bofaa>  hunger bataf ceiling
salty.
b/ hotay awrestling  kahef  toweave  Katah  a stinger
arena
(1) sissts It has been salted.

Saffaf It is cut.

1.4 LATERALS

The voiced and voiceless laterals /I I/ are used in initial, medial, and final
positions in a word in (12). Two identical laterals may also occur in sequence as
in (13).

(12)  Tnitial Medial Final
/1 Yeeli-leeli insipid asalal alamb  bateal to pick something
not yet ripe
/i loolot  disorganized Kalaw tobeg  malaa) hardness
(13) lalllsb he talked
lajelleet  he is angry
1.5 GLIDES

The glides are represented in J6ola Hiiluf by the labial glide /w/ and the palatal
glide /j/ with examples given in (14).
(14) Initial Medial Final
/w/ want  manioc gwal little fish Kalaw  to beg
/il jans?  one bajaas trip ohoj  refuse
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2. VOWEL PHONEMES
2.1 VOWEL HARMONY
There are ten vowels in Jéola Holuf which are divided into two sets of five each
in (15).

(15) v @ | u

a 2

Set 1 Set2

(lax) (tense)

Within a word there is vowel harmony, i.e.,

No word is composed of vowels from both sets.
1 and (17) gives words from Set 2.

the vowels of only one set are used.

3 Example (16) gives words from Set

(16) kalal vein
elal bed
Kannen to keep
bolok to work
bakoot mange

a7 kit eye
esuk a village
Kolaak elastic
ekosum carrion-eater
bagot a weak person

2.2 SHORT VERSUS LONG VOWELS

In J6ola Hluf there is contrast between short vowels and long vowels as shown
in (18). Occasionally two long vowels may occur in the same word as in (19).

(18) kotim  a funeral ceremony Katiim evening
k vein Kakul palm tree fiber
eleli your (wild) fruit eleeli insipid
Kkabet  to knock down kabeet  to dilute
elal bed elaal a small river
kalok a beam that supports the  Kalaok elastic
ceiling
kako]  tolock kakoo]  to exceed
Kkabat to pull out Kabot o weave a rope
kogol  peanut plant kogoo|  dark corner in a house
or a big tree
komul  ripe komuul  to make bricks
(19) ejaameen  a goat
Kotiimeel dinner, evening meal

2.3 VOWEL SEQUENCES

A sequence of like vowels has a different effect on the stress than a long vowel
does. In §6 we will see that stress occurs on the last syllable of the word if that

3. David Sapir described vowel harmony as occurring in s in Diola-Fogny. The vowel harmony of Jéola Halt
is Very similaf to that dcscribed by’ Sapir (1563 (el and Folasre ifernt spelings of the same w
Diola is the French spelling; J6ola is the spelling in the orthography used by the people themselves.)
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syllable ends with a consonant. Stress accurs on the penultimate syllable when the
word ends in a vowel.

The final syllable of ha'leen ‘a flock of birds® has a long vowel and ends in a
consonant. Therefore stress occurs on that syllable.

In kale'en ‘to make place’, there is a sequence of three syllables with short
vowels. Stress oceurs on the last syllable.

In kale'een ‘never ever’, the last syllable with a long vowel is preceded by a
syllable with a short vowel of the same quality.

In addition to sequences of like vowels, vowels of different quality may occur in
sequence as in (20).

(20) au ao let him stand up
ae  aelen a little stream
aeen let him row
0 a0 you
o ey flying termite
@ oot astar
eolen a sham
@  up let me cultivate
ejapguat?  the dog
ei  eitum feather in a bird's wing
eu  euu afly
s ait let him fly
andine 2 man
2 een it was him
©a  oealen stir up (IMPERATIVE)
ot ouaat you can’t
@ ol tear off (IMPERATIVE)
ui  uilen mint plants
uitum bird feathers

3. CONSONANT CLUSTERS

All consonant clusters in J6ola Hiluf, except for clusters of like consonants,
begin with a nasal. They do not occur in initial position in a word, but they may occur
medially (21) or finally (22), and are always in the final syllable of the stem.

(1) esomba? tobacco
all together
esonta? a wound
efanfo a mouse
hokanga okra

senki-sepki It is deep.
sengi-sengi  That hurts.

(22) ekamb a handful of straw
hotanf bamboo
Katant beach
kaland genealogy
katanf to splatter
Kasenk zinc for a roof
hogang wheel
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4. THE GLOTTAL STOP PHONEME

The glottal stop phoneme occurs only in word-final position. In that environment
it contrasts with a word-final /h/ and a word-final vowel as shown in (23). It is
interesting to note that the glottal stop is lost when it is followed by another word
within the phrase as in (24).

(23) kago? to touch
toh I scratch
auy Let him stand up.
amata? a shepherd
katah a stinger
faafa father
haant? no
Kath to fill in a whole
egang a dog
okommuti?  We don’t trust him.
esih to cool
eleli your wild fruit
(24) taai

te? here
taate lalobe  here he said
efanfa? a mouse
efanfo lalobe 2 mouse he said

5. INTONATION
5.1 PREDICTABLE PITCH CONTOURS

5.1.1 Downglide

In Jéola Hiluf, one- and two-syllable words end in a slight voiced consonant
DOWNGLIDE when in prepause position, if the vowel is long as in (25). The pitch
contour is [~ —J. If the vowel is short, or if the final cosonant is voiceless as in (26).
there is no downglide. The pitch contour is [~ —].

(25) apul a child
honxm 10 sell, to buy
stnaap rice
Kaniiy tooth
boleel to look for wood
Kosuum goodness
(26) bajaas trip
Kateef to build
Kafoof to waste
cloof house

If the final consonant is a voiced continuant /m n n g U and the vowel is long
as in (27), there is a downglide: (] and [-— ). But, if the vowel is short, it does not
downglide as in (28) [~ -]

@27) baol face
eaameen  goat
stnaan rice

kosuum goodness
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(28) mal water
elal bed
Two-syllable words, such as in (29), end in a long vowel downglide: [
29) ssoo birds
akuu thief

5.1.2 Downstep

If the last two syllables are long as in (30), there is a DOWNSTEP between the next
to the last and the last syllable: [— —]

(30) teetaam on the ground
ejaameen the goat
kakeelaam a grain of rice

When the last syllable is short, following a long vowel or a vowel cluster, there
is also downstep: [— -]
(31) haam” no
eehe? yes
5.1.3 Upstep
There is UPSTEP on the last syllable of the penultimate word in a sequence of two

words: [~~~ _].

(32)  jikil lalobe eye he said
ehutem lalobe  lamp he said
ebok lalabe mosquito he said
eloof lalobe house he said

5.1.4 Multiple syllables

For three syllable words, the pitch in (33) is: [~ _]. However, when it is a case
of the stem being followed by a suffix, it is the last syllable of the stem which is
raised. In bolukenabo? ‘the training’, -aba” is a suffix meaning ‘DEFINITE ARTICLE' and

has a pitch: [~—~__].

(33) enaalt cat
elobba dress
Kokiimeel dinner
ejaameen goat
lably he fell
lakukkuf he wrote

In four syllable words in which the last sylable s partof the stem, the penulti
mate syllable is raised in pitch as in (34 )

(34) hosalbet towel
sumunase the trunks
lobbalob we two spoke
suoofase? the houses
holoafaho?  the big house

5.2 CONTRASTIVE CONTOURS.

Two contrastive intonation contours which are easy to hear are the question
contour requesting affirmation and the negation versus a statement contour.
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In a question, the whole sentence is raised in pitch. In the answering statement,
the voice is low pitch and relaxed as in (3
(35) enaaluan eterter (high pitch) Did the cat run?
enaalau eteuter (low pitch) The cat ran.
laalo enaalt (high pitch) s that a cat?
laalo enaalt (low pitch)  That is a cat.

6. STRESS

Stress must be considered to be extra emphasis or loudness and not length. For
the most part, stress occurs on the last syllable of the word including those ending with
a glottal stop as in (36). If, however, the word ends in a vowel, stress occurs on the
penultimate syllable in (37).

(36) hebe'kel  palm mut
kasoo'hen to give a gift
ekvkom  a needle
male'gen  the truth

ka'tah a sting
e'sihto  cook
hebe'ba? alake
eben'ka?  a duck
kaba'kas? to give birth
(37) ka'sala to sacrifice
e'fepgu to sting

ege'lete  peanut
Ka'fok:

e'lel your fruit

7. SUMMARY

In Jéola Huluf there is vowel harmony with two sets of vowels such that each
word has vowels from only one set.

There is not only a contrast between long versus short vowels, but there is also
contrast between a long vowel versus a sequence of two identical short vowels.

The glottal stop has a restricted distribution, occuring only in the final position
in a phrase. A word which ends in glottal stop at the end of a phrase, occurs without
a glottal stop when in a different environment.

In an unemotional statement, the pitch contours are predictable. There is a con-
trast in pitch between a question and a statement.
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